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FOREWORD 


ome  six  years  ago  I  had  the  pleasure  of  compiling 
v  C  a  s^enc^er  little  v°Dme  entitled  Bloomsdale,  made 
up  of  sketches  of  family  history  by  various  mem- 
*V>J-UV>$U*  bers  of  the  Newbold  lineage.  Among  these  was  an 
outline  of  the  genealogy  of  the  Newbolds,  with  some  explana¬ 
tory  notes  by  my  father,  Mr.  Francis  Van  Uxem.  As  a  great- 
granddaughter  of  John  Newbold  of  Bloomsdale,  it  has  been  a 
matter  of  interest  to  me  to  amplify  somewhat  this  brief  article, 
and  to  trace  the  Newbold  ancestry  back  as  far  as  possible  through 
the  founder  of  the  family  in  America,  Michael  Newbold,  who 
came  from  England  to  New  Jersey  in  1680,  gleaning  what  in¬ 
formation  I  could  regarding  the  characteristics  and  circum¬ 
stances  of  these  early  forbears  of  mine.  Several  other  members 
of  this  branch  of  the  family  have  likewise  expressed  concern  in 
these  genealogical  matters,  and  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  lay  before 
them  this  account  of  certain  pertinent  facts  relative  to  our  com¬ 
mon  ancestry. 

To  the  late  Dr.  William  Romaine  Newbold  of  Philadelphia, 
a  great-grandson  of  John  Newbold  of  Bloomsdale  and,  like 
myself,  a  member  of  the  eighth  generation  of  the  family  in 
America,  and  to  those  who  aided  his  researches,  the  whole 
family  connection  is  indebted  for  a  vast  accumulation  of  data 
relative  to  the  Newbold  genealogy  both  in  England  and  the 
United  States.  On  his  untimely  death  in  1926,  Dr.  Newbold 
left  unfinished  a  task  to  which  he  had  devoted  some  thirty- 
eight  years  of  painstaking  labor.1  He  had  made  an  enormous 
collection  of  material  on  the  ancestry  of  the  family,  but  had 
reduced  it  to  only  a  rough  draft  of  what  was  to  be  a  complete 
and  finished  history  of  both  English  and  American  connections, 


1  For  a  biographical  sketch  of  Dr.  Newbold,  see  pages  36—37. 
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down  through  the  eighth  generation  in  this  country.  It  is  a 
matter  of  profound  regret  that  he  did  not  live  to  see  the  ac¬ 
complishment  of  this  plan,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  some  day 
a  qualified  member  of  the  family  will  be  impelled  to  carry  out 
the  undertaking.  Pending  this  time,  which  we  trust  is  not  too 
far  distant,  it  seems  worth  while  to  offer  here  certain  selections 
from  the  data  assembled  relating  to  the  branch  of  the  family 
under  immediate  consideration.  Before  proceeding  along  these 
lines,  however,  mention  should  be  made  of  the  sources  of 
information  from  which  the  data  have  been  derived. 

Dr.  Newbold’s  material  has  been  assembled  in  twelve  large 
volumes  by  Professor  Robert  E.  Spiller  of  Swarthmore,  and 
Mr.  Arthur  Emlen  Newbold,  Jr.,  of  Philadelphia,  and  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  Genealogical  Society  of  Pennsylvania,  where  it 
is  available  for  consultation.  For  those  of  the  family  who  have 
not  visited  the  Philadelphia  library  of  this  Society,  it  might 
be  of  interest  to  read  the  title  page  and  table  of  contents  of 
this  monumental  work. 
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Volume  II  contains  the  most  important  information  con¬ 
cerning  English  sources  and  connections,  while  Volume  IV 
traces  the  American  descendants  of  Michael  I  in  great  detail. 
This  latter  is  in  manuscript  form,  apparently  almost  ready  for 
the  press,  and  traces  all  male  lines  through  to  the  eighth  gen¬ 
eration,  but  stops  in  most  female  lines  with  the  first  generation 
of  children.  Copies  are  in  the  libraries  of  the  Historical  So¬ 
cieties  of  both  Pennsylvania  and  New  Jersey. 

The  foregoing  gives  some  idea  of  the  wealth  of  material 
assembled  by  Dr.  Newbold,  and  lends  added  emphasis  to  the 
regret  that  he  did  not  live  to  complete  the  task  he  had  under¬ 
taken.  Fortunately,  we  have  a  compilation  of  some  of  the  data 
collected  by  him  and  supplied  to  Mr.  Frank  Willing  Leach, 
editor  of  Leach’s  Old  Philadelphia  Families.  This  was  pub¬ 
lished  in  the  Philadelphia  North  American,  January  24,  1909, 
after  having  been  subjected  to  Dr.  Newbold’s  personal  revi¬ 
sion,  so  its  accuracy  is  assured.  The  preface  to  this  article  is  of 
general  interest,  and  is  here  reproduced  in  its  entirety. 
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<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<^<<<<<<<<^<<<<<<<<<<<< 

It  is  a  fact  that  many  of  the  old  families  which,  for  a  century  and 
more,  have  been  forceful  factors  in  the  various  phases  of  Quaker 
City  life,  have  previously  been,  before  transferal  to  Pennsylvania  soil, 
residents  of  and  identified  with  the  history  of  the  neighboring  prov¬ 
ince  of  New  Jersey. 

To  this  class  belong  the  Newbolds.  In  the  eighteenth  century,  at 
different  times,  certain  of  the  representatives  of  this  family  became 
domiciled  in  Pennsylvania.  Others  delayed  their  removal  until  the 
nineteenth  century.  But  for  considerably  more  than  two  hundred 
years  the  Newbolds  have  been  located  in  America,  either  on  the  east 
or  west  bank  of  the  Delaware.  Throughout  that  lengthy  period  the 
bearers  of  the  name  have  been  leaders  in  their  respective  communi¬ 
ties,  and  have  acceptably  performed  their  several  parts  in  the  de¬ 
velopment  of  American  citizenship,  and  the  unfolding  of  human 
character  in  the  western  world. 

From  Mr.  Leach’s  lengthy  account  of  various  branches  of 
the  family  there  has  been  selected  the  material  relating  to  the 
immediate  line  in  which  we  are  most  interested,  namely,  that 
of  John  Newbold  of  Bloomsdale,  Pennsylvania  (1772-1841), 
whose  progeny  embraced  eleven  children  who  attained  ma¬ 
turity,  and  over  forty  grandchildren,  five  of  whom  are  still 
living.  In  their  order  of  seniority  these  are: 

Miss  Caroline  Elizabeth  Cope  of  Germantown,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania 

Mr.  Francis  Van  Uxem  of  Los  Angeles 

Miss  Annie  Powers  Newbold  of  Philadelphia 

Mr.  Benjamin  Mitchell  Newbold  of  Wayne,  Pennsylvania 

Mrs.  David  Preston  Wysong  (Rebecca  Mitchell  New- 
bold)  of  Port  Washington,  New  York 

I  have  the  honor  to  dedicate  the  following  sketch  of  our 
family  history  to  them,  with  my  affectionate  regards. 

Stanford  University  Helen  Van  Uxem  CuBBERLEY 

March  I  5,  1937 


Vlll 


•  - 1  '  »  )  /  f!»v  nr  -mi;  tjj  "  -  { 

Mofiofl  u  .(]  xx  4 

ioY  fcto.gr  (ojo«  ' 


CONTENTS 

Foreword 
page  v 


Newbold  Family  Notes 

HELEN  VAN  UXEM  CUBBERLEY 

page  i 


The  Newbolds  of  Bloomsdale 

FRANCIS  VAN  UXEM 

page  35 


NEWBOLD  FAMILY  NOTES 

By  Helen  Van  Uxem  Cubberley 

ORIGIN  OF  THE  NEWBOLD  FAMILY 

he  Newbold  family  is  English  in  origin,  the  origi¬ 
nal  seat  being  in  Derbyshire,  in  north  central  Eng¬ 
land.  Concerning  the  earliest  members  of  the 
family  Dr.  Newbold,  in  his  English  Notes,  has  the 
following  to  say: 

T.  he  manor  of  Newbold,  in  Derbyshire,  belonged  from  very 
ancient  times  to  the  Norman  family  of  Eyre,  and  to  this  day  the 
Eyres  are  the  owners  of  the  chapel  and  of  a  large  part  of  the  soil. 
But  the  Duke  of  Devonshire  is  present  lord  of  the  manor  and  owns 
the  greater  part  of  the  soil.  His  offices  are  in  Chesterfield. 

I  he  ancient  town  of  Newbold,  which  nine  hundred  years  ago 
held  the  supremacy  over  all  the  country  round  about,  included  within 
its  limits  no  less  than  six  berewicks,  out  of  which  seven  or  eight 
distinct  parishes  have  since  been  made.  The  only  ancient  building 
in  the  town  proper  that  I  saw  was  the  ancient  chapel,  portions  of 
which  date  back  to  Norman  times. 

It  is,  I  think,  beyond  all  reasonable  doubt  that  it  is  to  this  town 
we  owe  our  name.  But  exactly  how  or  when  the  name  of  the  town 
became  attached  to  our  ancestors  remains  wholly  undetermined.  It 
is  what  is  known  as  a  “place  name.” 

In  this  connection  it  is  interesting  to  quote  from  a  letter 
written  by  the  late  Mr.  James  Jermyn  Hounsfield,  of  Hacken- 
thorpe  Hall,  head  of  one  of  the  English  branches  of  the  fam¬ 
ily,  to  whom  reference  will  be  made  later.  He  says,  concerning 
the  derivation  of  the  word: 

You  are  probably  aware  that  the  name  “Newbold”  or  “New- 
bould,”  as  some  of  the  family  alternately  wrote  it,  although  in  the 
oldest  records  the  “u”  appears  to  have  been  omitted,  is  derived  from 
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“New”  and  “bold,”  the  latter  at  that  time  meaning  “a  stone  house.” 
Thus  the  true  rendering  would  be  John  of  the  Newstone  house,  or 
“John  Stonehouse.”  In  all  probability  a  remote  ancestor  employed  a 
mason  to  build  him  “an  house”  of  stone,  or  he  may  have  been  a 
mason  himself. 


Many  references  to  the  Newbolds  of  Newbold  and  of  Ches¬ 
terfield  will  be  found  in  The  Feudal  History  of  Derbyshire. 
Of  the  family  itself,  the  author  says  (pp.  176  ff.) : 


There  was  an  ancient  family  called  de  Newbold,  whose  members 
are  mentioned  in  the  following  charters.  It  is  difficult  to  determine 
who  they  were,  possibly  members  of  the  de  Britos,  who  settled  here 
and  adopted  the  name  of  their  residence,  or  they  may  have  been 
members  of  the  Eyres,  or  of  any  other  family. 

The  Newbold  pedigree  is  given  from  the  Herald’s  visitation 
of  Derbyshire,  in  1611.  Their  coat  of  arms  is  shown  here.  Dr. 
Newbold’s  comment  in  regard  to  this  is  as  follows: 

It  is  only  necessary  to  show  that  our  line 
comes  of  the  Newboulds  of  Newbould  to  estab¬ 
lish  our  right  to  use  this  shield,  if  anyone  should 
want  to. 

In  Volume  II  of  the  Newbold  collection 
is  an  article  by  Dr.  Newbold  entitled:  “Mem¬ 
oranda  Relating  to  the  Newbolds  of  New- 
bold,  in  the  Parish  of  Chesterfield  and 
County  Derby  in  England,  and  kindred 
Families,”  in  which  he  establishes  to  his 
7  he  Neu  bold  satjsfacti0n  the  connection  of  the  American 

family  with  the  Newbolds  of  Derbyshire. 
It  is  characteristic  of  his  sturdy  scientific  accuracy  that  he 
should  have  written  later,  in  connection  with  the  publication 
of  an  article  on  the  Newbold  family  in  which  this  illustration 


2 


'  i  •  .  ■■■  ■  ■  ■  ‘  .v  i 

. 


‘  in''  Hi  fc./t  ..  u  ti 


Newbold  Family  Notes 


appeared:  “But  against  the  publication  of  this  coat  of  arms  I 
protested,  on  the  ground  that  we  have  no  authority  to  use  it.” 
This  extreme  care  and  accuracy  are  evident  throughout  his 
whole  work. 
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THE  EARLIEST  ANCESTOR 

The  earliest  ancestor  whom  Dr.  Newbold’s  researches  could 
establish  authentically  was  Thomas  Newbolte,  living  in  “haken- 
throppe,  parish  of  beighton,  in  the  countie  of  derbie,”  in  the 
reigns  of  Henry  V  and  Henry  VI,  dying  some  time  between 
1450  and  1454. 

Quoting  from  the  article  prepared  by  my  father  for  the 
little  booklet,  Bloomsdale,  before  referred  to,  and  taken  from 
the  genealogical  chart  based  on  Dr.  Newbold’s  last  compila¬ 
tion,  Thomas  Newbolte  was  a  freeholder  dwelling  in  the  se¬ 
questered  village  now  called  Hackenthorpe.  Owning  the  lands 
he  tilled,  he  was  rated  a  yeoman,  thus  being  raised  above  the 
class  of  tenant  farmers  about  him. 

Dr.  Newbold  says  of  the  original  Thomas:  “In  all  proba¬ 
bility  he  lived  in  the  house — or  to  be  exact — upon  the  site  of 
the  house  now  known  as  Hackenthorpe  Hall.” 

After  several  generations  the  continued  possession  of  the 
estate,  with  presumably  improved  housing  and  surroundings 
and  the  increase  of  flocks  and  herds,  begot  a  further  elevation 
of  the  family,  and  by  1700  they  had  come  to  be  called  “gentle¬ 
men.” 

Reference  to  the  genealogical  charts  on  pages  4,  5,  6  will 
show  the  line  of  descent  from  the  original  Thomas  Newbolte, 
both  of  the  present  English  line  now  occupying  the  original 
family  seat  of  Hackenthorpe  Hall,  and  of  the  American  branch 
of  the  family  through  its  founder,  Michael  Newbold,  down  to 
and  including  the  children  of  John  Newbold  of  Bloomsdale, 
members  of  the  sixth  generation  of  the  lineage  in  this  country. 


3 


?  *•.  noi'f  •  i  i'n: r-r,  •»! 

'.lit;  o'  lii'n  J-oc  on  **«*•'  a  mil  xiiioig  otf  n  »,ci 


(,  ■  , 


Newbold  Family  Notes 


NEWBOLD 

FAMILY 

NOTES 


««  <<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<^<<<<<<  ««««■  «■«-<  <«  «« 

CHART  I 

The  Newbold  Genealogy 

Copy  of  a  table  prepared  by  Dr.  William  Romaine 
Newbold,  embodying  the  main  features  of  the  large 
chart  bearing  the  title,  “English  Ancestry  of  Michael 
Newbold.” 


THOMAS  NEWBOLTE 

Freeholder  of  Beighton  (1451) 

JOHN  NEWBOLT 

of  Hackenthorpe  (i486) 


JOHN  NEWBOLD 

of  Beighton  (d.  1547) 


THOMAS  NEWBOLD 

of  Hackenthorpe  (d.  1563) 


JOHN  NEWBOLD 

Yeoman  of  Hackenthorpe  (d.  1610) 

I 


JOHN  NEWBOLD 

Yeoman  of  Hackenthorpe 
(b.  1563-living  1626) 

[For  continuation  of  this,  the  Eng¬ 
lish  Line,  see  p.  5] 


THOMAS  NEWBOLD 

of  Handsworth  Woodhouse 
(b.  1580  ?-d.  1652) 

[For  continuation  of  this,  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Line,  see  p.  6] 
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JOHN  NEWBOLD 
Yeoman  of  Hackenthorpe 
(b.  1563-living  1626) 

I 

JOHN  NEWBOLD  (d.  l66l) 

I 

JOHN  NEWBOLD  (d.  1697) 

Built  Hackenthorpe  Hall,  bearing  date  of  1653, 
shown  in  will;  left  a  field  called  “Greystones”  to 
Beighton  poor.  Since  sold  to  a  coal  company  for  £500. 
Doles  therefrom  still  being  dispensed  by  his 
descendants. 

I 

ALICE  NEWBOLD — m.  JOHN  JERMYN  (d.  1737) 
(Newbold  name  extinct  in  this  line) 

I 

THOMAS  JERMYN  (d.  1753) 

I 

JOHN  JERMYN  (d.  I790) 

I 

WILLIAM  JERMYN 

I 

MARY  JERMYN — m.  GEORGE  SHEPPARD 

I 

ANN  JERMYN  SHEPPARD — m.  JAMES  HOUNSFIELD 


JOHN  JAMES  HOUNSFIELD 

(Owner  and  occupant  of  the  Hall  at  time  of 
Dr.  Newbold’s  writing) 
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CHART  III 

The  Newbold  Genealogy — American  Line 

THOMAS  NEWBOLD  —  m.  jane  (joanna)  syms 

of  Handsworth  (1588-1625) 

Woodhouse 
(b.  1580  ?-d.  1652) 

MICHAEL  NEWBOLD  —  m.  ANNE - 

bp.  Handsworth,  13  July,  1623 

Moved  to  Sheffield,  Yorkshire 
Removed  to  Burlington  County, 

New  Jersey,  c.  1680 

(d.  Jan.-Feb.,  1692-3) 

I 

Issue:  Anne,  Elizabeth,  Samuel,  John,  Lettice,  Mary,  Margaret, 
Joshua,  Michael  II,  James,  Thomas 


The  direct  line  to  John  Newbold  of  Bloomsdale  is  as  follows: 


MICHAEL  NEWBOLD  II  —  m.  RACHAEL  CLEAYTON 

(1667-1721)  Issue:  Thomas,  Michael,  Bar- 
i  zillai,  Anne,  Sarah,  Margaret 

THOMAS  NEWBOLD  —  1H.  EDITH  CO  ATE 

(1700-1741)  Issue:  Michael,  Mary,  Caleb, 

!  Hannah,  William 


WILLIAM  NEWBOLD  —  m.  SUSANNAH  STEVENSON 

( 1736— x793)  Issue:  B  arzillai,  Thomas,  Michael, 

Charles,  Edith,  William, 
John,  Susan 


JOHN  NEWBOLD  —  IY1.  ELIZABETH  LAWRIE,  1795 

of  Bloomsdale  Issue — I  3  children:  Edward, 
(1772-1841)  William  Lawrie,  Henry,  Mary 
Ann,  Elizabeth,  John  Lawrie, 
Margaret,  Achsah,  Caroline, 
Susan  Lawrie,  Charles,  James, 
Emily 
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The  third  John  Newbold,  specified  on  Chart  I  as  Yeoman 
of  Hackenthorpe,  great-great-grandson  of  the  original  Thomas, 
and  grandfather  of  our  ancestral  founder,  Michael  (Chart  III), 
is  of  particular  interest  to  us  in  that  he  is  the  progenitor  of  the 
present  English  line  at  Hackenthorpe  through  his  elder  son, 
John,  and  of  our  own  American  line  (with  connections  also 
at  Sheffield)  through  his  younger  son,  Thomas.  He  was  a  man 
of  substance  when  he  died,  7  May,  1610,  leaving  “one  house, 
four  cottages,  one  hundred  acres  of  land,  pasture,  etc.,”  and 
at  least  the  two  sons  mentioned,  John  and  Thomas  Newbold. 

Apparently  the  English  law  of  primogeniture  bestowed  the 
appellation  and  the  property  upon  the  elder  son,  John,  he  also 
being  designated  as  yeoman  of  Hackenthorpe,  while  his  great- 
grandson,  another  John  Newbold,  called  himself  “gentleman” 
and  built  the  original  Hackenthorpe  Hall  in  1653.  Dr.  New- 
bold’s  comments  regarding  the  Hall  are  as  follows: 

The  present  Hackenthorpe  Hall  stands  about  the  middle  of  the 
village,  and  is  a  handsome  modern  English  country  seat.  At  the 
time  of  my  visit,  Mr.  Hounsfield,  the  then  occupant  and  a  lineal 
descendent  of  the  original  Thomas,  showed  me  the  stone  that  for¬ 
merly  was  the  lintel  of  the  door  and  bears  the  initials  N-J  A,  and 
the  date  1653,  fixing  the  fact  that  the  house  was  built  by  one  of  the 
John  Newbolds.  It  must  have  been  a  handsome  one  for  those  days. 

When  John  Newbold  died,  in  1697,  he  left  large  property 
to  his  only  surviving  daughter,  Alice,  who  married  John  Jer- 
myn,  from  whom  the  present  owners  of  the  Hall  trace  their 
descent.  The  Newbold  name  thus  became  extinct  as  far  as 
the  Hackenthorpe  branch  is  concerned,  but  the  original  prop¬ 
erty  of  Thomas  Newbolte  has  never  left  the  hands  of  his 
descendants. 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Hounsfield  for  the  accompanying 
facsimile  of  an  entry  in  the  old  Newbold  family  Bible  in  his 
possession,  of  which  he  says: 
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I  cannot  place  the  writer  of  the  obituary  paragraph,  but  think  he 
may  have  been  a  Woodhouse  relative,  as  in  documents  in  my  posses¬ 
sion  I  note  that  they  spelled  the  name  as  “Newbould.”  I  have  several 
documents  signed  by  this  John  in  large,  flowing  and  elegant  char¬ 
acters,  in  all  cases  omitting  the  “u.” 
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Entry  in  the  Newbold  family  Bible,  relating  to  the  death  and  burial 

of  John  Newbould,  i6yj 

As  to  the  Bible  itself,  he  says: 

The  old  Bible  from  which  it  is  taken  has  never  left  my  mother’s 
family.  It  consists  of  two  parts  bearing  respectively  the  dates  1615 
and  1622.  It  is  in  old  English  black  and  red  letter  print  and  difficult 
to  read.  It  contains  an  almanack  for  45  years,  “The  Book  of  Common 
Prayer  and  Administration  of  Sacraments,”  “Apocrypha,”  etc.  It  has 
34  pages  devoted  to  a  sort  of  pictorial  genealogy  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  tracing  his  descent  from  Adam  and  Eve.  It  appears  to  shew 
the  heads  of  tribes,  and  details  the  numerous  descendants  of  each, 
indicating  a  marvelous  amount  of  research  on  the  part  of  some  one 
(or  some  people).  Another  full  page  illustration  shews,  on  one  side 
of  a  heart-shaped  design,  the  twelve  tribes  of  Israel,  and  on  the  other 
the  twelve  apostles.  The  book  measures  nine  inches  by  six  and  a  half. 

The  Bible  has  other  obituary  notices— one  being  of  the  Syms 
family — and  some  of  earlier  date  than  the  publication  date  of  the 
Bible  itself. 

I  have  mentioned  these  few  details  in  order  to  indicate  how  in¬ 
teresting,  and  I  should  say  how  valuable  a  book  it  is  and  was.  Doubt- 
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less  you  have  seen  others  still  more  ancient  and  rare.  1  believe  that 
quite  a  number  similar  to  this  exist,  but  this  one  has  the  additional 
attraction  of  having  belonged  to  the  Newbold  family  from  which 
both  my  ancestors  and  yours  trace  their  descent.  I  have  also  a  large 
and  ponderous  Encyclopedia  in  two  volumes  which  has  escaped  de¬ 
struction.  The  chief  interest  in  them  is,  as  I  have  previously  stated, 
that  they  indicate  something  of  the  status  at  that  period  occupied  by 
the  Newbold  family. 

Continuing,  Mr.  Hounsfield  writes: 

Your  assumption  that  this  generation  of  Newbolds  had  attained 
to  a  higher  social  status  than  their  yeoman  predecessors  seems  borne 
out  by  the  view  taken  above,  as  the  association  with  the  Jermyn 
family — at  that  period  of  some  distinction — and  the  marriage  would 
indicate  the  position  of  “gentlemen.” 

Speaking  of  the  sketches  of  the  Newbold  family  appearing 
in  the  little  booklet,  Bloomsdale,  before  referred  to,  Mr.  Houns¬ 
field  says: 

It  is  pleasant  to  know  that  both  your  side  of  the  family  and  mine 
derive  from  ancestors  who  possessed  the  fibre  and  grit  which  have 
proved  so  successful  in  the  New  World  to  which  some  of  them  went. 
Altho’  the  world  has  so  vastly  changed  since  those  days  it  is  inter¬ 
esting  to  recall  what  it  was  then — its  people  and  times — such  a  con¬ 
trast  with  the  luxury,  self-indulgence,  and  general  lack  of  principle 
so  prevalent  in  our  day!  One  wonders  what  will  be  the  end  of  it  all. 

I  can  but  admire  the  assiduity  and  devotion  which  Mr.  William 
Romaine  Newbold,  yourself,  and  other  members  of  your  family  have 
shewn  in  gathering  so  much  information  about  your — and  our — 
ancestry.  The  labour  must  have  involved  much  self-sacrifice  and 
earnest  perseverance.  I  well  recollect  the  two  visits  which  Professor 
Newbold  paid  to  this  country,  and  that  of  Mrs.  Wysong  and  the 
cups  of  tea  we  enjoyed  together.  Professor  Newbold’s  labours  were 
prodigious,  but  he  did  not  in  any  degree  seem  to  weary  of  them.  I 
was  very  sorry  to  hear  of  his  death.  The  last  time  I  saw  him  was  on 
a  Sunday,  and  he  was  leaving  that  day  for  another  sphere  of  his 
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activities,  but  contrived  his  train  so  as  to  attend  the  parish  church  of 
Woodhouse — one  mile  distant  from  Hackenthorpe — in  order,  he  told 
me,  to  hear  me  read  the  Church  Lessons  as  was  my  custom.  He  left 
in  the  middle  of  the  service. 

The  writer  of  the  foregoing,  Mr.  James  Jermyn  Hounsfield, 
J.P.,  of  Hackenthorpe  Hall,  Derbyshire,  farmer,  “typical  gentle¬ 
man  of  the  old  school,”  staunch  churchman,  almoner  of  the  old 
Newbold  bequests,  a  member  of  the  Yorkshire  County  Cricket 
Club  Committee  for  over  thirty-five  years,  and  a  vice-president 
of  the  club,  died  in  January,  1932,  at  the  age  of  eighty-six.  He 
left  a  widow  and  one  son,  Nigel,  aged  twenty-one,  who  in¬ 
herited  the  major  part  of  his  estate.  Thus  the  original  property 
of  the  first  Thomas  Newbolte  is  still  held  by  his  descendants. 

The  younger  son,  Thomas  Newbold,  mentioned  on  page  7, 
from  whom  we  are  descended  and  who  has  perpetuated  the 
name,  being  left  without  fortune  on  the  death  of  his  father, 
quit  Derbyshire  and  went  to  live  just  over  the  border  in  York¬ 
shire,  some  few  miles  distant.  He  is  listed  on  the  family 
genealogical  chart  as  Thomas  Newbold  (or  Newbould)  of 
Handsworth  Woodhouse,  Yorkshire.  He  married  Jane  (Jo¬ 
anna),  daughter  of  Mathew  Syms,  and  was  buried  24  Decem¬ 
ber,  1652.  To  this  couple  were  born  four  children,  the  third 
of  whom  was  Michael. 


FOUNDER  OF  THE  AMERICAN  BRANCH 

Michael  Newbold,  founder  of  the  American  branch,  was 
baptized  at  Handsworth  parish  church,  13  July,  1623.  This 
village  lies  some  five  miles  southeast  of  the  city  of  Sheffield, 
and  here  he  remained  for  forty  years,  marrying  Anne  (sur¬ 
name  unknown),  and  bringing  up  a  large  family. 

About  1660  he  removed  to  the  hamlet  of  Mossborough, 
Eckington  parish,  County  of  Derby,  only  a  few  miles  distant  to 
the  south. 
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In  1664  he  took  the  lease  of  Park  House  Farm,  situated  on  a 
hill  top  directly  overlooking  Sheffield,  the  park  adjoining  the 
manor  house  of  Sheffield,  then  in  the  possession  of  the  Earl  of 
Shrewsbury.  Soon  after  Michael  left  for  America  the  park  was 
cut  up  into  small  farms,  and  later  became  merged  with  the  city 
itself.  Michael’s  eldest  son,  Samuel,  however,  succeeded  to  his 
father’s  tenancy  of  Park  House  Farm,  holding  it  until  1714, 
when  the  lease  was  taken  by  William  and  Samuel  Newbold, 
probably  grandsons  of  Michael,  but  at  any  rate  relatives.  Michael 
Newbold’s  signature,  taken  from  an  old  document,  is  given 
below. 


An  interesting  lecture  given  on  the  history  of  Old  Sheffield 
by  Mr.  Joseph  Coward,  and  printed  in  St.  Aiders  Parish  Maga¬ 
zine  in  1930,  speaks  of  one  of  the  principal  entrances  to  the 
Park  as  being  near  Gleadless  Moor,  where  was  located  Samuel 
Newbould’s  house.  A  legal  action  in  1692  brought  out  the  fact 
that  no  person  was  allowed  to  pass  into  the  Park  without  ob¬ 
taining  permission  from  this  house.  Park  House  Farm  con¬ 
tinued  to  be  held  in  tenancy  by  the  Newbold  descendants  until 
the  year  1934,  a  total  period  of  two  hundred  and  seventy  years, 
when  the  land  was  taken  over  by  the  city  of  Sheffield  in  the 
development  of  some  housing  scheme,  and  the  farmhouse 
was  demolished,  much  to  the  grief  of  the  then  tenants.  The 
accompanying  photograph  shows  the  place  as  it  appeared  when 
visited  by  Dr.  Newbold  and  Mrs.  Wysong  and  Mrs.  Castle, 
members  of  the  American  branch  of  the  family.  That  family 
roots  should  cling  so  tenaciously  to  rented  soil  for  nearly  three 
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hundred  years  marks  a  degree  of  conservatism  quite  in  keeping 
with  the  before-mentioned  long  holding  of  the  Thomas  New- 
bolte  lands  at  Hackenthorpe  Hall. 

Michael  Newbold’s  family  consisted  of  himself,  his  wife 
Anne — whose  maiden  name  we  do  not  know — and  eleven 
children.  We  have  practically  no  information  concerning  the 
circumstances  of  his  life  in  England,  aside  from  the  knowl¬ 
edge  that,  just  before  his  death  in  1693,  there  was  owing  him 
in  his  native  land  a  considerable  sum  of  money  which  he  had 
been  unable  to  collect.  He  was  evidently  not  a  Friend,  as  may 
be  inferred  from  the  fact  that  all  his  children  were  baptized 
according  to  the  rites  of  the  Church  of  England.  Yet  in  York¬ 
shire  at  that  time,  particularly  in  that  section  in  which  he 
lived,  the  Quakers  grew  in  numbers  mightily  in  spite  of  the 
persecutions  which  they  were  compelled  to  endure. 

When  the  immense  possessions  in  the  New  World  of  the 
Quaker  merchant,  Edward  Byllynge,  were  placed  upon  the 
market,  and  the  famous  document,  “The  Concessions  and 
Agreements  of  the  Proprietors,  Freeholders,  and  Inhabitants 
of  the  Province  of  West  New  Jersey,  in  America”  was  promul¬ 
gated,  March  3,  1676,  the  Quakers  of  Yorkshire  were  among 
the  first  to  look  with  favor  on  the  proposed  colonization  of 
the  new  territory  across  the  seas,  and  some  of  those  most  con¬ 
spicuous  in  the  enterprise  were  near  neighbors  of  Michael 
Newbold.  Among  these  was  Mahlon  Stacy,  of  Handsworth, 
than  whom  no  one  among  the  early  settlers  of  West  New  Jer¬ 
sey  was  more  prominent  or  more  influential. 

It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  therefore,  that  Michael  New- 
bold’s  thoughts  were  fixed  upon  the  new  venture,  and  that, 
eventually,  he  should  have  determined  to  join  the  notable 
emigration  to  the  land  concerning  whose  wonders  he  had 
heard  so  much.  Therefore,  though  he  did  not  himself  be¬ 
come  a  Friend,  catching  the  spirit  of  his  times,  he  cast  his 
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fortune  in  with  the  Yorkshire  Quakers  who  participated  in 
the  peaceful  invasion  of  the  territory  opened  up  to  settlement 
on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic. 

I  his  conclusion  could  not  have  been  reached  by  him  hastily. 
Michael  Newbold  was  not  at  this  time  a  young  man — indeed, 
he  had  passed  the  half-century  mark— and  besides  he  had  a 
large  family,  many  of  his  children  being  young,  scarcely  more 
than  infants  in  fact.  To  break  away  from  the  land  of  his  sires, 
and  to  transport  so  large  a  family,  under  existing  circum¬ 
stances,  when  an  ocean  voyage  lasted  not  merely  weeks  but 
months,  to  a  wilderness  land  thousands  of  miles  away,  in¬ 
volved  a  tremendous  strain  and  wrenching  of  body,  mind,  and 
will,  and  could  be  undertaken  only  by  a  forceful  and  resource¬ 
ful  man,  dominated  by  strong  impulses  and  possessing  a  vigor¬ 
ous  personality.  Such  a  man  our  ancestor  seems  to  have  been. 

Under  date  of  January  29,  1677,  f°r  the  sum  of  “eighteene 
pounds  and  fifteene  shillings  of  Lawfull  English  money,”  he 
bought  from  his  fellow  townsman,  George  Hutchinson,  who 
was  one  of  the  first  purchasers,  a  tract  of  land  in  West  New 
Jersey  specified  in  the  deed  as  one-eighth  of  a  “propriety,” 
which  tract  it  has  been  said  amounted  to  about  3,200  acres. 
The  deed  appears  of  record  in  book  B  of  deeds,  page  88,  in 
the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  at  Trenton. 

The  first  member  of  the  family  to  come  to  America  was 
Michael  Newbold’s  second  son,  John  Newbold,  who  was  a  pas¬ 
senger  on  the  British  ship,  “Shield,”  which  sailed  from  Hull  in 
the  summer  of  1678.  Four  other  vessels  had  brought  English 
colonists  into  the  Delaware,  beginning  with  the  “Griffin,”  in 
j675.  But  the  “Shield”  was  the  first  vessel  to  carry  her  pas¬ 
sengers  up  as  far  as  Burlington,  and  the  first  to  sail  past  the 
site  of  the  future  city  of  Philadelphia,  which  William  Penn’s 
agents  were  to  map  out  three  years  later,  in  1681,  and  which 
he  was  to  visit  in  person  in  the  winter  of  1682-83. 


NEWBOLD 

FAMILY 

NOTES 

3a* 


■  ■>  vti'-n  ■«  s  '■  «  i  <■- 


mI,  vnx j  \\t>i  v  • 


NEWBOLD 

FAMILY 

NOTES 


New  bold  Family  Notes 

Disembarking  on  the  banks  of  the  Delaware,  at  the  spot 
which  is  now  Burlington,  on  that  cold  December  morning 
after  having  lain  at  anchor  over  night — the  river  had  frozen  in 
the  meanwhile  and  the  passengers  walked  ashore — John  New- 
bold  proceeded  to  look  about  him  with  a  view  to  ascertaining 
what  sort  of  a  land  his  father  had  invested  his  money  in  and 
what  the  prospect  was  for  the  future.  Just  when  or  how  the 
young  man,  then  only  twenty  years  of  age,  made  his  report 
to  the  family  back  in  Yorkshire  we  do  not  know.  He  may  have 
returned  to  England  and  given  verbally  his  impressions  of  the 
wonderful  country  which  he  had  visited,  or  he  may  have  sent 
a  written  account  of  his  observations. 


MICHAEL  NEWBOLD  COMES  TO  AMERICA 

So  gratifying,  however,  were  the  reports  received  by  Michael 
Newbold  and  so  attractive  the  outlook  that,  in  spite  of  his 
years — he  had  now  attained  the  age  of  nearly  sixty — and  the 
horrors  of  an  ocean  voyage  two  or  more  centuries  ago,  he 
determined  to  leave  the  familiar  scenes  of  the  Yorkshire  hills 
and  transport  himself  and  his  family  across  the  seas.  Exactly 
when  this  event  took  place  we  do  not  know.  The  first  refer¬ 
ence  to  his  being  in  this  country  we  find  in  Revell’s  Boo/{  of 
Surveys,  now  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  of  New 
Jersey,  which  shows  that,  September  3,  1681,  there  was  sur¬ 
veyed  to  him  a  tract  of  400  acres  in  the  “first  tenth.”  The  entry 
is  as  follows: 

Sept.  3,  1681  Surveyed  then  for  Michael  Newbold  one 

Michael  Newbold  P’cell  of  Land  beginning  at  a  certaine  white 

400  Acres  oake  marked  for  a  corner  on  the  south  side  the 

in  Ist  most  easterly  branch  of  Assiscunk  thence  it 

Tenth  runs  due  east  240  pchs  to  a  white  oak  marked 

in  a  swamp,  thence  crossing  the  said  branch  it 
runs  north  268  pchs  to  a  black  oak  marked  as 
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is  usual,  from  whence  it  goes  west  to  a  white 
oak  for  a  third  corner  tree,  thence  south  until 
it  reaches  John  Starkey’s  corner  tree,  by  whose 
land  it  descends  in  a  south  course  to  John’s 
second  corner  tree  by  the  aforesaid  branch, 
and  crossing  the  branch  still  south  it  meets 
the  corner  tree  first  aforesaid.  Surveyed  for 
400  acres. 

It  is  clear  that  Michael  Newbold  was  in  Burlington  County 
when  this  survey  was  made.  Indeed,  it  is  a  tradition  in  the 
family  that  he  came  over  the  year  previously,  in  1680,  with 
certain  of  his  sons,  and  that  his  wife  and  the  daughters  and 
younger  sons  followed  in  the  summer  of  1681. 

The  tract  taken  up  by  him,  as  described  above,  was  about 
seven  miles  southeast  of  Burlington,  a  mile  from  the  present 
village  of  Columbus,  and  two  and  a  half  miles  from  Jobstown. 
Here  he  erected  his  domicile,  utilizing  the  timber  he  found 
upon  his  land  in  great  abundance,  and  here  he  probably 
passed  the  remainder  of  his  days — though  upon  this  point  there 
is  some  dispute— clearing  and  cultivating  the  tract  adjacent  to 
his  home,  and  transforming  the  wilderness  environment  into 
one  more  agreeable  to  the  eye  and  more  conducive  to  the  com¬ 
fort  and  happiness  of  the  forest  dweller. 

After  the  lapse  of  four  years,  in  June,  1685,  Michael  Newbold 
took  up  another  tract,  comprising  450  acres,  at  Oniamickon, 
which  is  now  bisected  by  the  road  running  from  Mount  Holly 
to  Freehold,  being  chiefly  in  Springfield  Township,  Burling¬ 
ton  County.  Certain  of  his  descendants  maintain  that  he  built 
a  house  for  himself  here,  which  he  occupied  until  his  death. 
Others  assert,  and  probably  correctly  so,  that  he  continued  upon 
the  original  tract,  as  already  indicated,  until  the  close  of  his 
life.  Whichever  view  is  correct,  certain  it  is  that  the  Oniamickon 
property  came  into  the  possession  of  and  was  occupied  by  one 
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NOTES  of  the  sons  of  the  colonist,  as  will  herealter  be  shown,  and 
--'N^  has  continued  in  the  uninterrupted  ownership  and  occupancy 
of  the  Newbolds  for  over  two  centuries. 

The  twelve  years  of  his  residence  in  the  New  World  seem 
to  have  been  spent  almost  entirely  in  a  matter-of-fact  manner 
— in  felling,  clearing,  cultivating,  developing,  building;  for  the 
existence  of  the  pioneer  was  of  such  a  character  that  little  time 
could  be  given  over  to  the  pursuit  of  the  frivolities  or  the 
acquirement  of  the  luxuries  of  life.  Nor  was  there  any  consid¬ 
erable  opportunity,  except  for  the  few,  to  engage  in  other  pur¬ 
suits  or  to  perform  other  functions  than  those  which  related 
immediately  to  the  building  of  the  home  and  the  protection  of 
the  fireside. 

Thus  we  find  the  elder  Newbold  evincing  no  special  con¬ 
cern  in  the  political  happenings  of  his  time,  and  little  inclina¬ 
tion  for  the  holding  of  public  office.  The  only  position  filled 
by  him,  so  far  as  we  can  learn,  was  that  of  overseer  of  highways 
for  the  township  of  Mansfield,  to  which  he  was  reported  elected 
June  5,  1690. 

Michael  Newbold  executed  his  will  May  19,  1690.  Two  and 
a  half  years  later,  November  19,  1692,  he  made  some  changes 
in  it.  His  death  occurred  not  long  afterward,  as  the  inventory 
made  by  the  appraisers  was  dated  January  23,  1692-3.  This 
inventory,  which  sets  forth  the  property  possessed  by  him  at 
the  time  of  his  decease,  shows  him  to  have  been  a  prosperous 
farmer  and  the  owner  of  considerable  live  stock,  including 
horses — there  were  thirteen  of  these  in  all,  oxen,  cows,  sheep, 
swine,  etc.  The  total  value  of  the  estate  is  placed  at  £ 772  14 s. 
3 d.y  which  denotes  an  unusual  degree  of  wealth  for  that  period. 

As  previously  stated,  the  children  of  Michael  and  Anne 
Newbold  were  eleven  in  number,  six  sons  and  five  daughters. 
Evidently  his  eldest  son,  Samuel,  and  the  eldest  daughter, 
Anne,  did  not  share  their  father’s  optimism  as  to  the  betterment 
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of  conditions  in  the  Colonies,  as  they  elected  to  remain  in  Eng¬ 
land.  Mention  has  already  been  made  of  Samuel’s  tenancy  of 
Park  House  Farm,  and  of  his  descendants  having  been  visited 
by  their  American  cousins.  Anne  Newbold  married  James 
Nutt,  and  died  in  1710,  leaving  numerous  descendants  in  and 
about  Sheffield. 

Of  the  nine  children  who  came  to  America  at  the  time  of 
their  father’s  migration,  Dr.  Newbold’s  researches  revealed  the 
following  data. 

John  Newbold,  the  second  son  of  Michael,  returned  to  Eng¬ 
land  some  time  between  1685  and  1692,  to  collect  debts  due  his 
father,  and  nothing  more  is  known  of  him. 

Joshua,  the  third  son,  married  Hannah  Revell,  and  died  in 
Burlington  in  1708.  He  left  several  daughters  and  one  son, 
Joshua,  who  moved  from  the  country  home  and  was  last  heard 
from  in  Philadelphia  about  1723. 

Michael,  the  fourth  son,  is  the  only  one  who,  so  far  as 
Dr.  Newbold  was  able  to  ascertain,  left  descendants  to  carry 
on  the  name,  and  it  is  his  line  with  whom  we  of  the  family 
today  are  concerned. 

The  fifth  son,  James,  married  Elizabeth  Powell,  and,  dying 
in  1697,  left  one  daughter,  Anne,  who  married  Thomas  Raw¬ 
lins,  leaving  issue  not  traced. 

The  youngest  son,  Thomas,  in  1695-6,  also  sailed  for  his 
native  land,  but  either  on  the  outward  or  return  voyage  was 
captured  by  a  French  privateer  and  ended  his  days  in  a  prison 
in  France. 

All  the  daughters  of  Michael  and  Anne  Newbold  married, 
their  unions  being  set  forth  on  the  family  chart,  but  not  men¬ 
tioned  here.  Dr.  Newbold  seemed  satisfied  that  all  the  descend¬ 
ants  of  Michael  Newbold  in  America  were  from  the  fourth 
son,  Michael  II,  and  all  further  reference  to  the  family  will  be 
confined  to  him  and  his  offspring. 
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MICHAEL  NEWBOLD  II 

Michael  Newbold  II,  ninth  child  and  fourth  son  of  Michael 
Newbold,  founder  of  the  family  in  America,  was  born  in  York¬ 
shire,  England,  having  been  baptized  at  Eckington,  October  3, 
1667,  and  hence  was  a  lad  of  thirteen  or  fourteen  when  he 
arrived  in  America.  Following  his  father’s  decease,  he  came 
into  the  possession  (1695)  of  the  latter’s  second  tract,  at 
Oniamickon,  which  has  been  in  the  possession  of  his  descend¬ 
ants  ever  since.  This  tract  was  chiefly  in  Springfield  Town¬ 
ship,  the  boundary  line  between  it  and  Mansfield  Township 
apparently  running  through  the  property. 

For  a  number  of  years  after  attaining  his  majority  we  find, 
upon  an  examination  of  the  Burlington  County  records,  that 
he  was  called  upon  on  numerous  occasions  to  serve  upon  the 
traverse  jury  in  causes  pending  between  his  neighbors.  Finally, 
August  8,  1698,  he  took  his  place  upon  the  bench  as  one  of 
the  justices  for  Burlington  County.  Numerous  references  are 
thereafter  encountered  in  the  county  records  showing  a  par¬ 
ticipation  in  the  judicial  proceedings  of  his  time.  Under  date 
of  March  14,  1721,  this  entry  appears  upon  the  minutes  of  the 
court: 

Upon  the  motion  of  the  Attorney  General  it  is  ordered  by  the 
court  that  Michael  Newbold  being  returned  as  Constable  for  the 
townshipe  of  Springfield  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  being  formerly 
one  of  His  Majestye’s  Justices  of  the  peace  of  this  court  and  also  one 
of  the  officers  of  the  militia  ordered  that  he  be  dismissed.  It  is 
ordered  that  the  township  of  Springfield  Chose  another  Constable. 

Shortly  after  this,  Michael  Newbold  was  again  chosen  a  jus¬ 
tice,  and  he  appeared  on  the  bench  for  the  last  time  June  13, 
1721. 

From  the  foregoing  order  of  the  court  it  appears  that  New- 
bold  also  served  as  an  officer  in  the  provincial  militia,  though 
we  possess  no  further  details  regarding  his  military  service. 
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What  other  offices  were  held  by  him  is  not  entirely  clear, 
aside  from  the  fact  that  we  know  he  was  elected  township 
clerk,  January  i,  1697.  He  a^so  appears  at  one  time  to  have 
been  township  assessor.  Indeed,  it  may  be  safely  asserted  that 
Michael  Newbold  II  was  recognized  as  one  of  the  most  influ¬ 
ential  men  of  his  day  in  Burlington  County,  and  was  called 
upon  to  fill,  at  one  time  or  another,  many  of  the  important  offices 
which  had  to  do  with  the  administration  of  public  affairs  in 
his  locality. 

He  became  an  extensive  landholder  in  various  sections  of  the 
Province,  though  chiefly  in  Burlington  County.  Among  these 
several  tracts  were  pieces  of  farmland,  woodland,  cedar-swamp 
property,  and  salt-meadow  land  on  the  sea  coast.  At  the  time 
of  his  death  he  had  become  one  of  the  largest  landed  proprie¬ 
tors  in  New  Jersey.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  it  seems  entirely  clear 
that  the  second  Michael  Newbold  was  possessed  of  unusual 
abilities  as  a  man  of  business,  and  that,  considering  the  time  in 
which  he  lived,  he  was  a  man  of  great  strength  of  character, 
enterprising  and  resourceful  to  a  remarkable  degree. 

He  was,  like  his  father  and  brothers,  a  member  of  the 
Church  of  England,  and  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  first 
parish  of  that  denomination  in  Burlington.  The  records  show 
him  to  have  been  a  contributor  to  the  building  fund  in  October, 
1702,  and  in  the  following  year  he  is  named  as  one  of  the  “bene¬ 
factors”  of  the  infant  church,  to  which  he  contributed  in  1704-5, 
and  thereafter.  He  is  buried  in  Burlington  churchyard. 

Michael  Newbold  II  married,  February  24,  1697,  Rachael 
Cleayton,  daughter  of  John  and  Ann  Cleayton,  of  Shrewsbury, 
West  New  Jersey.  She  was  born  June  16,  1677,  and  died  not 
long  after  April  17,  1712.  Her  husband’s  death  occurred 
December  1,  1721. 

The  inventory  of  his  property  is  dated  December  13  and 
14,  1721,  and  from  this  document  it  is  possible  to  glean  some 
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hints  about  the  style  in  which  he  lived.  The  house  he  occupied 
appears  to  have  been  two  stories  in  height,  and  to  have  had 
three  rooms  on  the  first  floor  and  probably  the  same  number 
on  the  second.  “The  brick  room”  is  mentioned,  and  “the 
middle  room,”  and  “the  third  room,”  and  then  “the  cham¬ 
bers.”  Perhaps  “the  brick  room”  was  an  annex  to  the  house 
proper,  and  had  no  room  over  it.  The  house  was  certainly  built 
of  frame.  Mr.  Caleb  Newbold  told  Dr.  Newbold  that  there 
formerly  stood  on  the  old  homestead  farm  an  exceedingly  old 
frame  house,  small  and  plain,  which  was  torn  down  many 
years  ago,  and  which  had  not  been  in  use  for  many  years  pre¬ 
viously.  He  saw  it  torn  down,  and  says  that  the  framework 
was  made  entirely  of  timbers  squared  by  the  axe.  This  was  in 
all  probability  the  house  of  Michael  II. 

In  the  inventory,  his  “wearing  Apparell,  Cash  in  Purse, 
Bonds,  Books,  Departments,  and  Bills”  are  valued  at  ^133 
15 s.  10 l/2d.  His  two  slaves  are  worth  60  pounds  each.  His 
cattle,  oxen,  etc.,  125  pounds  ior.;  horses,  26  pounds  5 s.;  etc.; 
“Sider  in  the  Sellers  and  Barrels,  etc.,”  £ 21  7 and  the  total 
amounts  to  £6yS  5 s.  6y2  d.,  exclusive  of  real  estate.” 

Dr.  Newbold  continues: 

It  seems  worth  while  to  say  a  few  words  about  these  men  and 
the  standing  they  had  in  the  community  in  which  they  lived.  We 
must  think  of  the  first  Michael  as  a  plain  Yorkshire  farmer.  He 
undoubtedly  spoke  the  broad,  flat  Yorkshire  dialect  much  as  is  now 
spoken  in  that  part  of  the  country.  That  Michael  II  also  spoke  the 
same  dialect  is,  I  think,  quite  certain,  and  probably  all  the  second 
generation  did  also.  They  pronounced  their  name  Newbowld, — 
giving  the  “ow”  the  sound  “ou”  has  in  house.  This  was  and  is 

characteristic  of  the  Yorkshire  dialect . In  education  and  social 

culture  the  first  two  generations  of  Newbolds  compared  favorably 
with  the  men  of  their  day  and  neighborhood,  but  would  make  but 
a  sorry  spectacle  now.  Most  of  the  early  Newbolds  appear  to  have 
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been  able  to  write  and  read  well,  and  in  that  they  were  far  superior 

to  a  very  large  number  of  the  well-to-do  and  influential  men  of  their 
time . 

On  state  occasions  their  clothing  was  somewhat  fine.  Joshua 
Newbold,  son  of  the  first  Michael,  in  his  will  gives  his  brother 
Michael  my  Agate-hilt  rapier  and  belt,  my  case  of  Pistols,  and  my 
scarlet  coat,  and  my  blue  coat,  and  my  watch.”  If  Joshua  wore  both 
these  magnificent  garments  at  the  same  time,  he  must  assuredly  have 
been  anything  but  a  commonplace  figure. 

Very  few  of  the  early  relics  of  this  period  have  survived  the 
wreck  of  time.  There  is  in  existence  a  set  of  scales  which 
Michael  I  brought  with  him  from  England,  and  a  large  pewter 
plate  which  is  said  to  have  belonged  to  him.  Joshua  s  rapier 
was  in  the  possession  of  Joshua  Newbold,  of  Trenton,  the  last 
of  the  fourth  generation.  He  was  a  bachelor,  and  a  very  strict 
Quaker.  He  said  he  would  have  no  such  ungodly  thing  in  his 
house,  so  he  cut  off  the  blade  of  the  beautiful  weapon  about 
three  inches  below  the  handle  and  made  a  meat  knife  of  it. 
The  mutilated  fragments  are  now  in  the  possession  of  Mr. 
Walter  Newbold,  of  the  Guarantee  Trust  Company,  Phila¬ 
delphia.  It  is  perfectly  recognizable  by  the  agate  hilt.  This 
hilt  is  a  single  piece  of  moss  agate  with  a  silver  band,  but  now 
shamefully  broken  and  battered. 

The  original  patents  of  the  Newbould  purchases  were  in 
the  possession  of  Mr.  Caleb  Newbold,  at  the  time  of  Dr.  New- 
bold’s  writing,  and  he  also  had  the  first  will  made  by  Michael  I, 
and  the  affidavit  of  Michael  II  and  James  as  to  the  death  of 
d  homas.  These  are  the  only  relics  dating  from  this  period 
that  Dr.  Newbold  was  able  to  trace. 

Michael  Newbold  II  was  the  father  of  seven  children,  as 
follows:  Ann,  Sarah,  Thomas,  Margaret,  Michael,  John,  and 
Barzillai,  all  of  whom,  excepting  John,  reached  maturity,  mar¬ 
ried,  and  left  issue. 
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While  two  of  the  three  daughters  removed  to  Philadelphia 
after  their  marriages,  none  of  the  sons  did,  the  male  line  of  the 
Newbold  family  not  being  represented  in  the  Quaker  City 
until  later,  and  then  by  those  of  subsequent  generations.  The 
three  sons  of  Michael  and  Rachael  (nee  Cleayton)  Newbold 
spent  their  lives  in  New  Jersey  and  died  there,  leaving  numer¬ 
ous  offspring  whose  progeny  have  since  become  scattered 
throughout  the  United  States.  We  are  here  concerned  only 
with  the  eldest  son,  Thomas,  grandfather  of  John  Newbold  of 
Bloomsdale. 


THOMAS  NEWBOLD 

Thomas  Newbold,  eldest  son  of  Michael  Newbold  II,  was 
born  February  26,  1701-2.  He  inherited  from  his  father  the 
homestead  farm,  where  he  lived  for  some  years,  but  in  1737 
he  built  a  substantial  brick  house  on  the  south  side  of  the 
road.  He  held  various  town  offices,  such  as  overseer  of  the 
highways,  road  commissioner,  etc.  Like  his  father,  he  was  an 
extensive  operator  in  real  estate,  and  seems  to  have  been  a 
man  of  considerable  wealth.  Though  not,  strictly  speaking,  a 
Quaker,  he  was  a  trustee  of  Chesterfield  Monthly  Meeting,  and 
his  children,  their  mother  being  a  Quakeress,  were  accounted 
birthright  Friends. 

He  married,  May  25, 1724,  Edith  Coate,  daughter  of  Marma- 
duke  and  Anne  (nee  Pole)  Coate.  She  was  born  in  Somerset¬ 
shire,  England,  November  12,  1705.  Marmaduke  Coate  was  a 
prominent  man  in  Burlington  County,  and  the  ownei  of  much 
property.  It  is  said  that  so  many  people  were  invited  to  this 
wedding  that  the  Coate  mansion  was  not  large  enough  to 
accommodate  them,  and  the  wedding  ceremony  took  place  in 
a  large  barn  recently  erected  on  the  place. 

That  Thomas  Newbold’s  wife  was  a  strict  Friend  may  be 
illustrated  by  the  following  story  told  by  a  family  chronicler: 
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It  seems  that  a  little  tea,  then  a  very  great  rarity,  had  been  given 
to  Edith  Newbold,  together  with  a  half  dozen  cups  and  saucers.  She 
was  anxious  to  taste  the  luxury,  but  being  a  very  strict  Friend,  she 
was  alraid  that  her  indulgence  in  the  luxuries  of  life  would  attract 
unfavorable  comment  if  it  came  to  be  noised  abroad.  She  therefore 
invited  a  few  reliable  friends,  and  the  tea  was  served  upon  an  old 
chest  in  the  cellar  of  the  old  house,  and  a  little  girl  was  stationed  at 
the  door  to  give  alarm  should  anyone  approach  during  the  continu¬ 
ance  of  the  unholy  orgies. 

Thomas  Newbold  died  in  September,  1741.  John  Smith,  of 
Burlington,  thus  refers  to  his  burial,  in  his  diary,  under  date  of 
7th  month,  16,  1741: 

I  rode  in  Company  with  many  others  to  the  burial  of  Coz. 
Thomas  Newbould.  It  was  computed  there  was  about  400  people 
at  it.  He  was  carried  into  Upper  Springfield  meeting  house,  where 
a  solemn  meeting  was  held  the  service  of  which  was  confered  upon 
Uncle  E.  Large,  A.  Farrington,  and  R.  French,  and  P.  Fearon  prayed. 

The  children  of  Thomas  and  Edith  (nee  Coate)  Newbold 
were  five  in  number,  as  follows:  Michael,  Mary,  Caleb,  Han¬ 
nah,  and  William,  the  last  named  being  the  father  of  the  John 
Newbold  of  this  sketch. 

WILLIAM  NEWBOLD 

William  Newbold,  this  youngest  son,  was  born  November 
I0,  1736.  In  1769  he  built  a  brick  house,  still  standing,  not  far 
from  his  father  s  residence,  where  he  lived  the  remainder  of 
his  life.  In  all  probability  this  was  the  birthplace  of  John  New- 
bold  of  Bloomsdale.  During  the  Revolution,  though  a  Quaker, 
William  Newbold  supported  the  cause  of  the  Colonies.  A 
committee  of  the  Chesterfield  Monthly  Meeting  was  appointed 
to  wait  upon  him  and  a  few  other  recalcitrants,  including  his 
eldest  son,  Barzillai,  and  his  cousin,  Joseph  Newbold,  which, 
March  6,  1777,  reported  that  they  had  visited  him  “on  account 
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of  being  concerned  in  military  service,”  and  that  he  had  seemed 
to  “justify”  his  conduct.  Another  committee  was  appointed  “to 
endeavor  by  further  Christian  labor  to  bring  them  to  a  just 
sense  of  their  transgressions.”  Reporting,  May  i,  1777,  that 
the  Newbolds  and  others  “justified”  themselves  for  bearing 
arms,  and  refused  to  make  satisfaction,  they  were  disowned  by 
the  meeting. 


House  of  William  Newbold  at  Springfield 

That  William  Newbold  was  a  man  of  prominence  and  abil¬ 
ity  is  evident  from  the  lact  that  he  represented  Burlington 
County  in  the  New  Jersey  Council— equivalent  to  the  State 
Senate  of  today — in  1784-86,  and  in  1789-90.  In  the  early 
stages  of  the  Revolution— in  1775— he  was  a  member  of  the 
Burlington  County  committee  of  safety,  and  for  thirteen  years 
was  a  member  of  the  board  of  chosen  freeholders. 

He  married  Susannah  Stevenson  in  1757,  and  to  them  were 
born  eight  children:  Barzillai,  Thomas,  Michael,  Charles, 
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Edith,  William,  John,  and  Susan.  Several  of  these  distinguished 
themselves  in  political,  business,  professional,  and  social  life, 
both  in  New  Jersey  and  in  Pennsylvania,  and  left  descendants 
who  are  still  prominent  in  Philadelphia  and  New  York  activ¬ 
ities  along  these  same  lines.  William  Newbold  died  August  7, 
1793- 
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JOHN  NEWBOLD,  OF  BLOOMSDALE 

John  Newbold,  known  to  us  as  John  Newbold  of  Blooms- 
dale,  youngest  son  of  William  and  Susannah  (nee  Stevenson) 
Newbold,  as  noted  above,  was  born  third  month,  17,  1772.  In 
the  year  1791  he  went  to  Philadelphia,  with  just  one  dollar  in 
his  pocket,  and  opened  a  little  commission  office  on  Front 
Street.  In  1794  his  brother  William  became  associated  with 
him  at  60  North  Water  Street.  They  were  shortly  alter  taken 
into  the  firm  of  Montgomery  and  Newbold  and  remained  to¬ 
gether  for  several  years,  the  firm  finally  being  dissolved  in 
1806. 

During  the  time  of  John  Newbold’s  connection  with  the 
Montgomery  firm,  in  co-operation  with  his  eldest  brother, 
Barzillai,  who  had  attained  the  rank  of  Major  in  the  Revolu¬ 
tion,  thereby  being  disowned  by  the  Quakers  for  his  participa¬ 
tion  in  military  affairs,  he  became  interested  in  the  founding  of 
the  present  Delaware  City.  The  Chesapeake  and  Delaware 
Canal  was  then  in  course  of  building,  and  John  Newbold  be¬ 
came  convinced  that  its  completion  would  occasion  the  growth 
of  a  great  city  at  its  eastern  terminus.  He  and  Barzillai  bought 
a  large  tract  of  land  there  and  laid  out  the  present  town  of 
Delaware  City.  Of  this  adventure  Dr.  Newbold  writes: 

I  have  never  worked  up  the  history  of  this  speculation  in  detail, 
and  do  not  know  just  when  John  Newbold  became  convinced  that 
the  town  was  not  going  to  become  the  great  center  of  trade  that  he 
had  expected.  If  it  had  not  been  for  the  growth  of  the  railroads,  the 
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anticipations  of  the  two  brothers  would  have  been  more  than  real¬ 
ized,  and  that  was  an  event  which  could  scarcely  have  been  fore¬ 
seen  by  the  most  careful  of  calculators. 

After  the  dissolution  of  the  firm  of  Montgomery  and  New- 
bold,  in  1806,  John  Newbold  bought  a  farm  called  “Quarry 
Farm,”  near  Ridley,  Pennsylvania,  in  Chester  County,  and 
lived  there  nine  years.  About  1815,  he  removed  to  Bucks 
County,  purchasing  the  celebrated  “Bloomsdale  Farm,”  two 
miles  north  of  Bristol,  and  there  he  lived  the  rest  of  his  life. 

November  12,  1795,  John  Newbold  married  Elizabeth  Law- 
rie,  born  first  month,  2,  1775.  She  was  the  daughter  of  John 
and  Achsah  (nee  Black)  Lawrie  of  Armytown,  New  Jersey, 
a  descendant  of  a  Scotchman  named  Thomas  Lawrie,  who 
came  to  this  country  from  Kelso,  in  Scotland,  about  1684. 

Dr.  Newbold  has  the  following  to  say  concerning  our  great¬ 
grandmother: 

Elizabeth  Lawrie  Newbold  was  a  tall,  rather  angular  woman; 
blue  eyes  of  a  bright  tint,  beautiful  chestnut  hair,  features  regular, 
but  rather  thin.  Of  all  her  daughters,  Emily  resembled  her  most. 
She  was  a  silent  woman,  but  when  she  spoke  her  voice  was  rather 
high-pitched.  She  was  a  careful  housekeeper,  and  somewhat  of  a 
martinet  in  household  arrangements,  while  her  husband  preferred 
a  laissez-faire  policy. 

We  get  a  somewhat  different  idea  of  her  character  from  the 
accounts  written  by  other  members  of  the  family,  who  empha¬ 
size  her  “gentle,  retiring,  tender”  qualities,  and  it  is  quite 
possible  that  both  pictures  are  true.  Of  one  thing  we  are  sure 
— she  was  a  notable  gardener,  devoted  to  her  flowers  and 
shrubs,  a  characteristic  of  so  many  of  Scotch  descent,  and  an 
amiable  trait  persisting  unto  the  latest  generation  of  her  pos¬ 
terity. 

To  John  and  Elizabeth  Newbold  were  born  thirteen  chil¬ 
dren,  as  follows:  Edward,  William  Lawrie,  Henry,  Mary  Ann, 
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Elizabeth,  John  Lawrie,  Margaret,  Achsah,  Caroline,  Susan 
Lawrie,  Charles,  James,  Emily.  Achsah  and  James  died  in 
infancy,  but  the  eleven  others  grew  up,  all  but  Henry  married, 
and  of  these  all  but  Emily  left  progeny. 

In  the  little  booklet  before  referred  to,  I  endeavored  to  pre¬ 
sent  a  picture  of  the  life  of  this  Newbold  family  at  Bloomsdale, 
reproducing  papers  written  by  various  descendants,  full  of 
loving,  intimate  memories.  As  this  pamphlet  is  intended  to 
supplement  the  information  contained  in  the  booklet,  I  for¬ 
bear  to  quote  from  it,  but  give  the  following  interesting  extract 
from  The  Journal  of  a  Year’s  Residence  in  America  by  that 
colorful  English  politician  and  writer,  William  Cobbett,  which 
was  called  to  my  attention  by  Cousin  Rebecca  Newbold  Wy- 
song,  and  in  which  the  Bloomsdale  property  is  described,  as 
follows: 

March  u,  1S18  Same  open  weather. — I  am  now  at  Trenton,  in 
New  Jersey,  waiting  for  something  to  carry  me  on  towards  New 
York. — Yesterday,  Mr.  Townshend  sent  me  on,  under  an  escort  of 
Quakers,  to  Mr.  Anthony  Taylor’s.  He  was  formerly  a  merchant  in 
Philadelphia,  and  now  lives  in  his  very  pretty  country  house,  on  a 
very  beautiful  farm.  He  has  some  as  fine  and  as  fat  oxen  as  we  gen¬ 
erally  see  at  Smithfield  Market  in  London.  I  think  they  will  weigh 
sixty  score  each.  Fine  farm  yard.  Everything  belonging  to  the  farm 
good,  but  what  a  neglectful  gardener!  Saw  some  white  thorns  here 
(brought  from  England)  which,  if  I  had  wanted  any  proof,  would 
have  clearly  proved  to  me,  that  they  would,  with  less  care,  make 
as  good  hedges  here  as  they  do  at  Farnham  in  Surrey.  But,  in  an¬ 
other  Part,  I  shall  give  full  information  upon  this  head. 

Here  my  escort  quitted  me;  but  luckily,  Mr.  Newbold,  who  lives 
about  ten  miles  nearer  Trenton  than  Mr.  Taylor  does,  brought  me 
on  to  his  house.  He  is  a  much  better  gardener,  or,  rather  to  speak 
the  truth,  has  succeeded  a  better,  whose  example  he  has  followed  in 
part.  But  his  farmyard  and  buildings!  This  was  a  sight  indeed! 
Forty  head  of  horn  cattle  in  a  yard,  enclosed  with  a  stone  wall;  and 
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five  hundred  merino  yews,  besides  young  lambs,  in  the  finest,  most 
spacious,  best  contrived,  and  most  substantially  built  sheds  1  ever  saw. 
The  barn  surpassed  all  that  I  had  seen  before. 

H  is  house  (large,  commodious,  and  handsome)  stands  about  two 
hundred  yards  from  the  turnpike  road  leading  from  Philadelphia 
to  New  York,  and  looks  on  and  over  the  Delaware  which  runs 
parallel  with  the  road,  and  has,  surrounding  it,  and  at  the  back  of 
it,  five  hundred  acres  of  land,  level  as  a  lawn,  and  two  feet  deep  in 
loam,  that  never  requires  a  water  furrow.  This  was  the  finest  sight 
I  ever  saw  as  to  farm  buildings  and  lands. 

The  Bloomsdale  house  had  been  built  in  1752  by  a  Mr. 
Nottnagle,  either  a  French  or  a  German  gentleman,  and  he 
had  laid  out  the  gardens  after  a  French  design  with  large 
square  beds,  numerous  grape  arbors,  and  trellises  for  fruit 
trees,  all  minutely  described  in  one  of  the  papers  contained  in 
Bloomsdale.  The  great  barn  so  enthusiastically  commended 
by  Cobbett  bears  a  later  date,  and  is  here  reproduced  as  it 
appears  today,  it  still  being  held  by  the  Landreths,  who  pur¬ 
chased  the  farm  on  the  death  of  John  Newbold. 

It  is  good  to  have  from  an  outside  source  a  corroboration  of 
the  impressions  of  well-managed  country  life  as  recorded  by 
the  members  of  the  family  in  the  papers  above  mentioned. 
Their  accounts  give  us  charming  pictures  of  the  wholesome, 
dignified  living  of  the  large  group  of  young  people  with  their 
parents.  The  eighteenth-century  traditions  of  refinement  and 
culture  still  persisted,  and  showed  in  their  gracious  manners 
and  their  intellectual  interests  as  members  of  an  established  and 
polished  social  order.  From  the  confusion  and  unrest  of  a 
century  and  a  quarter  later  we  look  back  on  this  gentle,  peace¬ 
ful  living  as  a  thing  of  idyllic  charm,  an  attribute  it  must  have 
possessed  to  some  extent  since  it  inspired  such  glowing  tributes 
as  are  contained  in  Bloomsdale. 

The  town  of  Bristol,  two  miles  distant  from  the  Farm,  boasts 


28 


;i§i  Hi  i  ..  ..  :  V>  V'  ■■  >  i  l 


.lK*  Ji  y<J 

,u.S  ii;iw  ..\gi  d1  jaril  t,  <;«:*! **  ;g  sri  .*u  i .  ri 

Ji  i  2  O'  C'  '  fl  ,<!•  •>  *  It-  f  ■  •  'Jr 

iw  '  m;K>{  to  .1  .4}  ij  o  t  rifil  1.  h 

er;  i/ittin  ajoong  lbfij  ut  i>-w  >/iz  f al  fb*>!t 

4,0 

V.O 


Bloomsdale  mansion,  built  in  7752 
As  when  occupied  by  the  Ne  tub  old  family 


Bloomsdale  barn,  erected  in  iHoy 


Newbold  Family  Notes 

an  ancient  lineage,  having  been  founded  in  1697.  The  Bath 
Springs  made  it  for  a  time  the  most  fashionable  watering-place 
in  the  country,  and  it  was  a  noted  residence  spot  for  families  of 
wealth  and  social  position.  Joseph  Bonaparte,  in  1816,  wished 
to  buy  land  there,  but  the  state  law  forbade  foreigners  acquir¬ 
ing  real  estate.  Lafayette  made  two  visits  to  the  place.  The 
Friends’  meeting  house  dates  from  1710,  and  St.  James  Church 
was  founded  in  1711  by  the  Reverend  John  Talbot,  one  of  the 
first  missionaries  of  the  Society  for  Propagating  the  Gospel  in 
Foreign  Parts.  This  church  is  of  particular  interest  to  us  be¬ 
cause  John  Newbold’s  youngest  daughter,  Emily,  married  its 
rector,  the  Reverend  William  S.  Perkins,  who  served  there 
from  1833  to  1855. 

The  church  had  suffered  much  from  the  hostility  of  the 
Quakers,  and  from  use  during  the  Revolution.  Mr.  Perkins 
thus  speaks  of  things  as  they  existed  when  he  entered  the 
parish. 

The  church  was  discouraging  and  unbecoming  to  the  character 
of  the  place  and  the  people.  The  yard  around  was  nearly  destitute 
of  trees,  and  even  the  old-fashioned  spire  on  the  roof  seemed  to 
sympathize  in  the  general  depression,  for  it  had  ceased  to  point 
directly  heavenward. 

Evidently  Mr.  Perkins  wrought  a  change  in  the  parish,  since 
the  present  beautiful  little  stone  edifice  dates  from  1857,  and  in 
its  shady  churchyard  lie  many  of  the  Newbold  clan.  Indeed, 
it  is  interesting  to  discover  that,  in  spite  of  the  strong  Quaker 
influence  of  various  members  of  the  family,  the  majority,  to 
the  present  time,  seem  to  have  kept  to  the  ancient  faith  of  their 
English  forefathers.  Two  of  John  Newbold’s  grandsons  were 
Episcopal  clergymen. 

1  he  Newbold  family  participated  to  a  considerable  extent 
in  the  social  life  of  the  town,  judging  from  the  accounts  given 
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by  various  members,  and  also  in  the  business  life,  as  John 
Newbold  served  as  president  of  the  Farmers’  National  Bank  of 
Bucks  County,  and  his  brother  William  as  cashier.  Their 
children  later  filled  positions  of  prominence  in  the  place,  and 
several  descendants  still  make  it  their  home.  The  notable  old 
Bloomsdale  Ferry  House  is  today  occupied  by  one  of  the 
great-grandsons.  In  addition  to  his  various  business  undertak¬ 
ings  and  his  large-scale  farming,  John  Newbold  also  served  as 
a  member  of  the  Pennsylvania  state  legislature  from  this  district, 
the  portrait  appearing  as  a  frontispiece  having  been  painted  at 
Harrisburg  during  his  term  of  office. 

In  the  latter  part  of  his  life  John  Newbold  met  with  serious 
financial  reverses,  which  preyed  much  on  the  minds  of  both 
his  wife  and  himself.  His  brother  William  was  then  in  need 
of  money  to  start  his  manufacturing  business,  and  John,  not 
having  the  cash  to  hand,  borrowed  it  of  his  older  brother, 
Thomas,  giving  his  real  estate  as  security. 

William  Newbold  went  to  Delaware,  where  he  built  a 
cotton  mill  near  Newark,  the  machinery  therefor  being  im¬ 
ported  from  England.  The  mill,  after  being  finished  and 
equipped  and  in  running  order,  was  destroyed  by  fire  two 
days  after  the  expiration  of  the  insurance  policy,  whereby  great 
loss  was  entailed.  Thomas  Newbold  dying  soon  after  very 
suddenly,  it  became  necessary  for  the  loan  to  be  repaid  to  his 
estate,  and  John  was  compelled  to  sell  his  farm  at  Ridley  at  a 
sheriff’s  sale. 

When  he  died,  June  6,  1841,  his  property  was  found  to  be 
badly  encumbered,  and  but  little  was  realized  on  it.  His 
widow  survived  him  about  two  years,  and  died  at  the  residence 
of  her  daughter,  Mary  Ann  Vanuxem,  Franklin  Farm,  near 
Bristol,  third  month,  9,  1843.  They  are  buried  in  the  friends 
graveyard  in  Bristol,  in  the  south  end  along  the  stone  wall. 

The  Bloomsdale  Farm  was  purchased  shortly  before  great- 
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grandmother’s  death  by  the  Landreth  family,  and  many  alter¬ 
ations  and  improvements  made  to  the  house,  so  that  its  appear¬ 
ance  was  greatly  changed  from  that  of  the  picture  painted  in 
1859,  from  memory,  by  Elizabeth  Vanuxem,  one  of  the  grand¬ 
daughters  of  John  Newbold,  earlier  reproduced.  The  place 
was  occupied  by  the  Landreths  up  to  the  time  of  the  World  War, 
when  it  was  taken  over  by  the  government  for  a  shipbuilding 
plant.  Later  the  land,  excepting  the  twenty-five  acres  immedi¬ 
ately  surrounding  the  house,  was  repurchased  by  them  and  is 
still  in  use  in  connection  with  their  seed  business. 

The  house  was  on  the  market  for  a  long  time,  with  various 
tenants  occupying  it,  and  deteriorated  steadily,  finally  being 
torn  down  in  1933.  The  memory  of  it  is  still  preserved  for  us 
in  the  delightful  sketches  printed  in  the  Bloomsdale  booklet 
before  referred  to. 

Nearly  a  century  has  passed  since  John  and  Elizabeth  Lawrie 
Newbold  died,  and  their  progeny  have  been  widely  scattered. 
Lacking  ready  access  to  the  volumes  of  the  Historical  Society  of 
Pennsylvania,  it  is  impossible  to  carry  on  the  record  of  John 
Newbold’s  descendants  down  to  the  eighth  generation  of  the 
family  as  is  there  done,  but  it  does  seem  worth  while  to  list  the 
marriages  of  his  children,  and  the  names  of  the  immediate  fruits 
of  these  unions.  I  am  conscious  that  there  may  be  omissions — 
forty-three  grandchildren  in  all  appear,  but  Dr.  Newbold  men¬ 
tioned  more  in  a  letter  in  1925,  adding  “of  whom  my  father  was 
the  oldest” — and  yet  there  is  a  certain  amount  of  satisfaction  in 
even  a  partial  record.  Apologies  are  here  offered  for  the  missing 
names,  and  any  information  concerning  the  same  will  be  most 
gratefully  received. 
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CHILDREN  AND  GRANDCHILDREN  OF  JOHN  NEWBOLD 

OF  BLOOMSDALE 


Edward 

(1796-1854) 

William  Lawrie 
(1798-1857) 


Married  Martha  Martin 

Issue — Elizabeth,  John,  Edward,  Amos 

Married  Sarah  Smith  Allibone 
(1823) 

Issue— William  Allibone,  Charles  Henry,  Emma, 
Helen,  Mary  Frances 


Henry 

(1800-1849) 

Mary  Ann 
(1801-1871) 


Elizabeth 

(1802-1894) 

John  Lawrie 
(1803-?) 


Margaret 

(1805-1878) 

Aciisah 

(1806) 

Caroline 

(1807-1868) 


Unmarried 

Married  (1)  Charles  Jenks 
(1823) 

Issue — Caroline 

Married  (2)  Lardner  Vanuxem 
(1836) 

Issue— Elizabeth,  Ellen,  Armand,  Howard,  Ar- 
mand,  Edith,  Louisa,  Alice 

Married  James  Vanuxem  (II) 

(1842) 

Issue — Francis 

Married  Rebecca  Trotter 
(1827) 

Issue — Caroline  E.,  Francis  W.,  Charles  H., 
Louis  H. 

Married  John  Wistar 
(1828) 

Issue— William  Henry,  Charles,  Francis,  George 

Died  in  childhood 

Married  Rowland  Gibson  Hazard 
(1828) 

Issue— Rowland,  John  Newbold 
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Susan  Lawrie 
(1809-1872) 


Charles 

(1810-1872) 


Married  William  D.  Cope 
(i834) 

Issue — Clementine,  Edgar,  Caroline  Elizabeth, 
Annette,  Eleanor,  Alexis  T. 

Married  Margaret  Mitchell 
(l843) 

Issue — Thomas  Mitchell,  Henry  Austie,  Maria 
Mitchell,  Charles  Lawrie,  John  Mitchell, 
Annie  Powers,  Benjamin  Mitchell,  Rebecca 
Mitchell 


James 

(1812) 

Emily 
( 1 8 1 5—  ? ) 


Died  in  childhood 


Married  the  Rev.  William  Perkins 

(i842) 

Issue — none 


It  would  be  interesting  to  sketch  the  lives  and  activities  of  the 
various  members  of  the  Bloomsdale  homestead  and  their  imme¬ 
diate  families,  the  church,  the  bar,  medicine,  literature,  and  aca¬ 
demic  life  all  being  represented,  and  to  mention  as  well  the 
financial  and  business  prominence  attained  by  many  of  them. 
This  field  is  left  untouched,  however,  for  future  family  histo¬ 
rians.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  the  honorable  pioneer  record  traced 
in  the  foregoing  pages  is  being  continued  by  an  ever-widening 
circle  of  descendants  of  the  Newbold  family. 

I  append  a  brief  sketch  written  by  my  father,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-five,  largely  reminiscent  in  character,  and  throwing  some 
light  on  the  Bloomsdale  family  in  the  ’fifties  and  ’sixties  of  the 
last  century. 
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THE  NEWBOLDS  OF  BLOOMSDALE 


BY  FRANCIS  VAN  UXEM 


1930 


HEN  John  Newbold,  the  great-great-grandson  of 
Michael  Newbold,  the  English  founder  of  the 
family  *n  ^ie  United  States,  acquired  the  Blooms- 
dale  property  with  its  spacious  mansion  and 
grounds,  a  short  distance  back  from  but  facing  the  noble  Dela¬ 
ware,  ten  miles  below  Trenton,  he  must  have  been  a  man  of 
substance  able  to  rear  and  provide  becomingly  for  the  five  sons 
and  six  blooming  daughters  who  graced  his  household. 

A  brief  sketch  of  certain  incidents  in  the  lives  of  several  of 
these  uncles  and  aunts  of  mine  and  of  their  families,  together 
with  a  reminiscent  glance  at  all — excepting  the  eldest  son  never 
met  by  the  writer — is  believed  may  possess  a  degree  of  interest 
to  some  of  the  descendants,  many  of  whom  may  have  visited 
and  are  familiar  with  the  ancestral  home,  or  cherish  copies  of  a 
painting  of  it  as  it  appeared  in  the  early  part  of  the  century  from 
the  artistic  hand  of  Elizabeth  Vanuxem  of  Bristol. 

I  will  consider  the  different  members  of  the  family  in  the 
order  of  their  ages. 

As  mentioned  before,  I  have  no  personal  knowledge  of  the 
eldest  son,  Edward,  nor  of  his  family. 

The  second  son,  William  Lawrie  Newbold,  married  Sarah 
Allibone,  and  from  her  pen  we  have  a  description  of  Bloomsdale 
as  it  appeared  to  a  newcomer  in  the  family,  incidentally  throw¬ 
ing  much  light  on  her  own  deeply  religious  nature  and  her  skill 
in  the  portrayal  of  character.  She  thus  sums  up  her  impressions 
of  the  Bloomsdale  Newbolds  as  they  were  in  their  youth.  She 
says : 


35 


r. 

)  >fo  v  J  3V/  £!  •>  !'  n  ) it  bn  ’,  ■*' 


NEWBOLD 

FAMILY 

NOTES 


Ne w bold  Family  Notes 

When  I  entered  the  family,  with  the  exception  of  the  two 
youngest  (Charles  and  Emily)  who  were  still  pursuing  their  stud¬ 
ies,  all  of  them  had  attained  an  age  at  which  they  could  communi¬ 
cate  and  enjoy  the  delights  of  social  intercourse,  and  seldom  is  there 
seen,  and  never  has  it  been  my  lot  to  behold,  as  interesting  a  group 
of  brothers  and  sisters.  Nature  had  bestowed  her  gifts  upon  them 
with  a  kindly  hand;  all  were  blessed  with  healthful  constitutions, 
and  many  blooming  cheeks  and  sparkling  eyes  evinced  the  supe¬ 
riority  of  a  country  life  to  the  artificial  one  of  the  city.  They  had 
been  blessed  with  many  advantages  of  education  and  possessed  in¬ 
telligent  and  observing  minds,  some  far  superior  to  those  we  usually 
meet,  whilst  their  rational  pursuits  and  industrious  employment  of 
time  and  faculties  produced  no  enervation  of  mind  and  body.  They 
possessed  in  no  ordinary  degree  freshness  and  vivacity  of  character, 
enlivened  by  varied  traits  of  mind  and  feeling,  all  combining  to 
form  a  circle  of  no  ordinary  interest. 

The  eldest  son  of  William  and  Sarah,  my  cousin  William 
Allibone  Newbold,  was  ordained  a  clergyman  in  the  Episcopal 
Church,  and  by  his  second  marriage  became  the  father  of  Wil¬ 
liam  Romaine  Newbold,  whose  interest  in  the  family  history 
has  been  the  means  of  much  enlightenment  for  us  all.  That  a 
man  of  such  profound  scholarship  in  philological  and  archae¬ 
ological  lines,  as  well  as  in  intellectual  and  moral  philosophy, 
should  have  had  the  time  and  the  energy  to  do  what  he  has  done 
in  the  matter  of  the  Newbold  genealogy  argues  rare  talents  and 
industry.  My  correspondence  with  him  has  been  most  pleasant 
and  profitable,  and  I  lament  his  untimely  death. 

The  Proceedings  of  Newbold  Memorial  Meeting ,  University 
of  Pennsylvania,  1927?  gives  the  following  biographical  sketch. 

William  Romaine  Newbold  was  born  November  20,  1865,  at 
Wilmington,  Delaware.  He  received  the  degree  of  A.B.  at  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Pennsylvania  in  1887,  and  for  the  next  two  years  taught 
Latin  in  the  Cheltenham  Military  Academy,  at  the  same  time  pur¬ 
suing  graduate  studies  at  his  Alma  Mater.  In  1889  he  became  In- 
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structor  in  Latin  and  Lecturer  in  Philosophy  at  Pennsylvania,  and 
continued  his  graduate  studies,  receiving  the  degree  of  Ph.D.  in 
1 891 .  The  next  year  he  spent  in  foreign  study,  chiefly  at  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Berlin. 

Returning  to  Philadelphia,  he  was  lecturer  in  Philosophy  at  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania  until  1894,  when  he  was  promoted  to 
an  Assistant  Professorship  in  the  same  subject.  In  1896  he  became 
Dean  of  the  Graduate  School,  a  position  which  he  held  until  he 
resigned  it  in  1904.  In  1903  he  was  promoted  to  a  Professorship  of 
Philosophy,  and  in  1907  he  was  made  Adam  Seybert  Professor  of 
Intellectual  and  Moral  Philosophy,  holding  this  chair  until  his 
death. 

In  1920,  he  delivered  a  course  of  lectures  on  The  V alentinian 
Gnosis,  on  the  Bohlen  Foundation,  in  Philadelphia.  In  April,  1921, 
he  was  the  special  Lecturer  on  the  Mary  Scott  Newbold  Foundation, 
at  the  College  of  Physicians  of  Philadelphia,  taking  as  his  topic 
The  Voynich  Roger  Bacon  Manuscript;  and  he  shortly  afterward 
made  a  lecture  tour  of  the  North  Central  States,  speaking  on  the 
same  and  related  topics.  In  June,  1921,  he  was  given  the  honorary 
degree  of  LL.D.,  by  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  in  recognition 
especially  of  his  work  in  the  decipherment  of  the  Roger  Bacon 
cipher.  In  1923  and  again  in  1925,  he  was  special  lecturer  on  the 
Development  of  Early  Christian  Doctrine,  at  the  General  Theolog¬ 
ical  Seminary  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  in  New  York 
City;  and  he  was  invited  to  take  the  chair  of  Ecclesiastical  History 
in  the  same  institution,  an  honor  that  had  not  previously  been 
conferred  upon  a  layman,  but  felt  himself  unable  to  accept  it. 

Professor  Newbold  died  suddenly  on  September  26,  1926,  at  his 
home,  212  St.  Mark’s  Square,  in  Philadelphia.  He  had  married  Miss 
Ethel  Sprague  Kent  Packard,  of  Boston,  on  April  9,  1896,  who 
survives  him,  as  do  also  two  brothers,  L.  Boulton  Newbold,  of 
La  Mesa,  California,  and  A.  Walter  Newbold,  of  Brooklyn,  and 
three  sisters,  Miss  Elsie  Newbold  of  New  York  City,  Mrs.  Wil¬ 
liam  G.  Spiller  of  Philadelphia,  and  Mrs.  Gilbert  H.  Boggs  of 
Atlanta. 
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Of  my  Uncle  Henry  Neivbold  I  have  no  particular  recollec¬ 
tion. 

As  was  to  be  expected,  the  bevy  of  educated,  refined,  and  at¬ 
tractive  daughters  had  many  admirers.  The  eldest,  Mary  Ann 
Newbold,  was  the  first  bride,  marrying  Charles  Jenks;  a  single 
child,  a  daughter  Caroline  who  died  in  infancy,  being  the  issue. 
Sometime  later  the  husband  and  father  died.  In  1836  the  widow 
married  Lardner  Vanuxem,  a  Philadelphian,  who  as  a  young 
man  was  graduated  from  the  School  of  Mines  of  Paris  in  chem¬ 
istry  and  mineralogy,  and  later  filled  a  chair  in  Columbia  Col¬ 
lege,  South  Carolina,  for  several  years.  Resigning  therefrom,  he 
made  geology  his  profession,  leaving  behind  him  a  fine  record 
of  study  and  achievement.  About  the  time  of  his  marriage  he 
abandoned  public  work  and  settled  down  on  his  estate,  Franklin 
Farm,  near  Bloomsdale. 

The  sweet  face  and  placid  manners  of  Aunt  Mary  Ann  were 
befitting  the  plain  Quaker  garb  she  affected,  the  other  sisters 
being  less  pronounced  in  their  manner  of  dress.  In  1848  she 
again  became  a  widow,  Uncle  Lardner  dying  of  a  malignant 
carbuncle  on  the  upper  lip  when  but  fifty-six  years  of  age. 

Some  few  years  afterward  the  family  home  was  removed  to 
Bristol  near  by.  Here  Charles  Pierce,  a  local  merchant,  married 
one  of  the  daughters,  and  the  two  remained  long  in  the  house¬ 
hold,  where  Harold  and  Anna  were  born,  and  where  their 
mother  died  about  1866. 

Ellen  assumed  the  housekeeping  cares,  while  Elizabeth  gave 
much  time  to  painting,  evincing  no  inconsiderable  skill  therein. 
About  1867-68  Alice,  the  youngest,  married  Richard  Henry 
Morris.  They  enjoyed  a  near-by  home  on  the  bank  of  the  river, 
where  five  boys  grew  up  to  indulge  in  water  sports  to  their 
hearts’  content.  Unfortunately  they  were  early  deprived  of  their 
father  by  his  untimely  death. 
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At  threescore  and  ten  Mary  Ann  entered  into  rest  at  her 
Bristol  home. 

When  Elizabeth  Newbold  wed,  in  1842,  it  was  to  a  brother- 
in-law,  James  Vanuxem,  originally  from  Philadelphia,  but  now 
a  merchant  from  the  Far  West — Indiana — who  some  years  pre¬ 
viously  had  lost  his  first  wife,  and  now  followed  his  brother 
Lardner’s  example  and  sought  another  of  the  Bloomsdale  maids. 

Undeterred  by  the  prospect  of  abandoning  a  delightful  home 
with  its  endearing  associations  to  enter  upon  a  long,  toilsome 
journey  of  days  and  nights  in  stagecoaches  over  rough  roads, 
and  at  its  end  a  habitation  just  emerging  from  the  wilderness, 
and  among  strangers  with  no  familiar  face  to  greet  her,  her 
courage  witnessed  the  possession  of  something  of  the  spirit  of 
that  faraway  ancestor  who  crossed  the  ocean  to  found  a  new 
home,  amid  dangers  and  hardships  far  greater  than  any  to 
which  she  was  to  be  exposed. 

The  journey  took  place  at  a  period  when  there  was  an  exodus 
of  adventurous  souls  from  the  Atlantic  seaboard,  eager  to  carve 
out  a  fortune  in  a  region  whose  possibilities  were  suspected  but 
whose  realities  were  undreamed  of.  It  is  a  noteworthy  fact  that 
this  western  home  was  in  a  state,  Indiana,  which  a  generation 
later  held  a  marked  precedence  in  educational  matters,  and  for 
a  time  produced  an  array  of  literary  talent  not  exceeded  by  any 
commonwealth  west  of  the  Alleghenies. 

Happily  for  this  new  wife,  she  had  a  husband  whose  inherited 
French  gallantry  and  consideration  for  her  longings  made  it 
possible  to  assuage  the  pangs  of  nostalgia  by  arranging  triennial 
visits  to  the  East  for  many  years,  escorted  by  either  husband  or 
son.  The  vivid  impressions  made  on  the  youthful  mind  of  the 
son,  myself,  by  these  many  contacts  with  my  eastern  relatives 
have  been  most  enduring,  and  furnish  the  basis  for  much  of  the 
reminiscent  matter  embodied  in  this  sketch. 

My  Uncle  John  Lawrie  Newbold  married  Rebecca  Trotter, 
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member  of  an  old  colonial  family  of  Quaker  stock,  and  they 
made  their  home  sometimes  in  Philadelphia  and  sometimes  in 
Camden.  This  scion  was  tall,  with  a  commanding  presence  and 
an  engaging  countenance,  coupled  with  like  manners;  when  a 
great  mass  of  white  hair  came  to  adorn  his  head  the  effect  was 
most  distingue.  He  was  admitted  to  the  Philadelphia  bur  in 
1834,  aRd  for  long  maintained  an  office  in  that  city. 

It  was  in  Camden  where  their  daughter,  Caroline,  married 
William  Porter,  the  two  remaining  with  her  parents.  Porter 
owned  or  managed  some  glass  works  sixteen  miles  back  from 
Camden,  possibly  at  Mount  Holly.  Preferring  city  life  and 
being  fond  of  horses,  he  kept  a  pair  of  fast  trotters  with  which 
he  plowed  through  the  deep  Jersey  sands  in  daily  trips  to  and 
from  his  business.  To  my  boyish  fancy  this  was  a  great  adven¬ 
ture.  The  conjugal  life  of  these  two  was  not  happy,  and  my 
cousin  Caroline  spent  the  latter  part  of  her  life  in  England, 
dying  there. 

Her  brothers,  Frank  and  Charles,  as  young  men  were  fond  of 
hunting,  and  about  1854  made  a  trip  to  the  Mississippi,  or  pos¬ 
sibly  beyond,  in  search  of  big  game.  En  route,  they  stopped  in 
Dublin  to  visit  their  Aunt  Elizabeth  Vanuxem,  and  as  a  lad  of 
nine  I  heard  with  wonder  of  their  exploits.  Their  father  also 
paid  a  visit  to  his  sister  some  half-dozen  years  later. 

Margaret  Newbold  became  the  wife  of  John  Wistar,  nephew 
of  the  distinguished  physician,  Dr.  Caspar  Wistar.  At  the  time 
of  their  marriage,  or  perhaps  a  little  later,  Uncle  John  was  ap¬ 
pointed  to  the  responsible  position  of  superintendent  of  the  West 
Philadelphia  Hospital  for  the  Insane.  This  indicates  possession 
of  business  and  executive  qualifications  much  above  the  ordi¬ 
nary,  and  the  post  was  held  for  many  years  with  most  effective 
assistance  on  the  part  of  his  wife. 

At  that  period  separate  buildings  for  administering  the  affairs 
of  institutions  and  housing  the  officials  were  not  considered 
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necessary,  and  the  family  was  quartered  within  the  main  build¬ 
ing  on  the  men’s  side  in  close  proximity  to  the  patients,  the 
clamor  of  whose  shrieks  and  bewailings  fell  at  intervals  most 
painfully  on  the  ear  of  a  visitor.  It  must  be  assumed  that  custom 
had  inured  the  family  to  the  conditions. 

The  moans  of  the  demented  were  not  the  only  disturbances 
in  this  hospital  life.  On  one  occasion  when  we  were  guests  of 
Aunt  Margaret,  just  as  we  were  separating  for  the  night,  we  were 
startled  by  the  crash  of  splintered  wood  in  an  adjacent  hall, 
followed  by  the  resonance  of  breaking  glass.  Alarmed,  every¬ 
one  hastened  to  the  spot  to  learn  that  a  hitherto  quiet  patient, 
pacing  in  an  adjoining  ward,  had  suddenly  become  frenzied, 
and  dashing  against  a  door  had  burst  through  it,  giving  entrance 
to  a  main  hall  at  the  end  of  which  was  a  heavy  front  door,  locked 
as  was  customary,  with  side  lights  rather  more  than  a  foot  wide 
reaching  to  the  floor.  The  fugitive,  aware  the  door  could  not  be 
forced,  plunged  through  one  of  these  side  lights — to  freedom 
as  he  vainly  imagined — but  lofty  walls,  closed  gates,  and  vigilant 
attendants  defeated  him. 

Finally  retiring  from  the  hospital  service  after  many  years, 
the  Wistars  sought  a  modest  residence  in  the  heart  of  the  city, 
where  they  quietly  ended  their  days. 

Caroline  Newbold  married  Rowland  Gibson  Hazard  of 
Rhode  Island  at  a  double  wedding  with  her  sister  Margaret,  a 
charming  account  of  which  by  a  niece  of  Grandfather  Newbold 
has  been  preserved  for  us  in  the  little  booklet,  Bloomsdale. 

The  Hazards  came  from  a  long  line  of  Puritan  ancestry,  and 
Uncle  Rowland  was  personally  a  remarkable  man,  endowed 
with  a  mentality  far  above  the  average.  He  was  early  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  of  textiles — woolen  and  cotton.  So  primitive 
were  the  processes  of  that  time  that  he,  mounted  on  a  horse, 
carried  huge  bundles  of  wool  and  cotton  to  the  farmhouses  of  the 
region  to  be  carded  and  spun  by  hand  into  yarn,  then  collected 
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and  woven  in  looms  long  operated  by  hand,  but  later  by  power. 
It  is  of  note  that  these  machines  were  the  earliest  power  looms 
in  America.  From  this  humble  beginning  there  in  time  arose 
huge  factories  named  the  Caroline  Mills,  as  a  tribute  to  his  wife. 
A  lucrative  business  was  long  enjoyed,  being  stimulated  at  the 
time  of  the  Civil  War  by  large  contracts  for  army  cloth. 

Among  other  distinguished  men  of  that  period  Mr.  Hazard 
possessed  the  friendship  and  confidence  of  President  Lincoln. 
He  was  noted  for  his  broad-minded  philanthropy,  but  perhaps 
none  of  his  benevolences  afforded  him  greater  satisfaction  than 
when,  in  one  of  his  pre-war  visits  to  New  Orleans,  his  notice 
was  called  to  the  illegal  detention  in  a  chain-gang  of  several 
free  negroes.  On  investigation  he  was  outraged  at  the  injustice 
suffered  by  these  innocent  men.  Neglecting  all  business,  he 
spent  weeks  in  efforts  to  obtain  their  release.  Hampered  on  all 
sides  by  a  viciously  determined  opposition,  accompanied  by 
threats  of  lynching,  he  only  spurred  his  activities  the  more,  until 
finally  recalcitrant  courts  were  forced  to  take  cognizance  of 
these  prisoners  and  set  them  free.  In  addition  a  precedent  was 
established  for  the  future,  and  scores  of  blameless  men  thus 
escaped  persecution.  It  seems  incredible,  but  nevertheless  is  true, 
that  when  this  incident  was  made  public  in  the  North  it  aroused, 
among  slavery  sympathizers,  bitter  feeling  against  this  bene¬ 
factor. 

As  a  philanthropist  Uncle  Rowland’s  memory  is  endeared  to  a 
host;  kind  words  and  deeds  marked  his  pathway.  At  one  time 
his  five  sisters-in-law  of  Bloomsdale  were  the  recipients  of  a 
thousand  dollars  each  as  a  mark  of  his  love  and  esteem.  My 
recollection  of  our  visits  to  the  old  colonial  homestead  of  the 
Hazards  at  Peace  Dale  is  most  delightful,  Uncle  Rowland  and 
Aunt  Caroline  giving  us  a  royal  welcome.  Particularly  did  I 
enjoy  the  fine  surf  bathing  in  near-by  Narragansett  Bay,  the 
sailing  and  fishing  on  the  “salt  ponds,”  and  the  clam-bakes, 
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alternated  with  croquet,  which  was  introduced  in  1865.  The 
drives  in  some  cases  were  peculiar,  leading  as  they  did  through 
a  succession  of  open  and  enclosed  lands  somewhat  akin  to  large 
English  estates,  where  roads  crossing  fenced  or  hedged  fields 
have  gates  tended  by  ragged  urchins  eager  to  open  for  the  half¬ 
pence  tossed  them.  Here  the  occupants  of  the  vehicles  were 
obliged  to  perform  this  service  for  themselves.  On  one  occasion 
I  remember,  as  the  lad  of  the  party,  I  served  many  gates,  and  my 
tips,  the  big  old  copper  cents  nearly  the  size  of  a  half-dollar, 
bulked  large  and  heavy  at  the  journey’s  end. 

Another  illustration  of  the  simple  conditions  obtaining  in 
the  early  ’fifties  whs  a  trip  to  Newport.  First  came  a  drive  to 
one  of  the  Sound  inlets  where  a  twenty-ton  sloop  was  chartered 
to  ferry  the  party  across.  Then  a  tongue  of  land  a  mile  or  two 
wide  was  traversed  in  an  ox-cart,  dragged  through  deep  sand. 
Then,  re-embarking  for  a  sail  on  a  broader  expanse  of  Narra- 
gansett  Bay,  the  one-time  capital  of  the  state  was  reached. 

During  the  winter  of  1850-51  the  eldest  son,  Rowland,  made 
an  extensive  horseback  trip  through  the  South  in  company  with 
his  friend,  James  B.  Angell,  later  president  of  the  University  of 
Michigan,  and  returned  by  way  of  Indiana,  paying  a  visit  to  my 
father’s  home.  I  well  remember  Mr.  Angell  taking  me  on  his 
knee  and  showing  me  some  eyeless  fish  they  had  collected  in 
Mammoth  Cave,  in  Kentucky.  Not  long  ago  I  ran  across  a 
mention  of  this  visit  in  Dr.  Angell’s  Reminiscences. 

Although  Uncle  Rowland  was  indefatigable  in  the  prosecu¬ 
tion  of  business  interests,  it  was  in  other  realms  that  his  superior 
character  and  talents  were  disclosed.  As  a  metaphysician  the 
depth  of  his  mental  and  spiritual  attainments  is  shown.  With 
the  passing  years  business  activities  were  turned  over  to  others, 
thus  affording  him  time  for  studies,  essays,  and  addresses  on  a 
variety  of  subjects— finance,  natural  resources,  and  many  philo¬ 
sophical  inquiries.  His  volume,  Hazard  on  the  Will,  reveals  a 


NEWBOLD 

FAMILY 

NOTES 


43 


,f3ucni|j  I  ,h fcn ibfi^l  .v.lir-  .  m"  xttot  tu  <.  ml 


<~*4  •  w 


<i  <>  fc.  '  II  •  ’ 

,  ,  *■  .  ;r  : 


:  •  1  <v  ■  .  ■  ,  -  : 


NEWBOLD 

FAMILY 

NOTES 

J^L 


Newbold  Family  Notes 

master’s  hand  in  the  treatment  of  an  abstruse  theme.  His  lit¬ 
erary  works  were  edited  in  later  years  by  his  granddaughter, 
Caroline,  who  since  then  has  herself  rendered  distinguished 
service  to  education  as  president  of  Wellesley  College,  and  in 
the  world  of  letters  by  the  publication  of  numerous  volumes 
relating  to  early  colonial  matters,  as  well  as  collections  of  her 
own  verse,  fine  in  thought  and  finish.  One  of  her  latest  notable 
gifts  was  the  presentation  to  Wellesley  of  the  original  love  letters 
of  Robert  and  Elizabeth  Browning,  a  priceless  heritage  for 
America  to  possess. 

Surrounded  by  a  large  family  of  children  and  grandchildren, 
Aunt  Caroline  died  in  1868,  when  but  sixty-one;  her  husband 
surviving  her  exactly  twenty  years. 

Susan  Lawrie  Newbold,  who  married  William  D.  Cope,  was 
unusually  fine-looking,  tall,  and  with  an  engaging  personality. 
The  Copes  were  numerous  in  Philadelphia,  many  of  them 
wealthy.  If  not  at  first,  this  pair  subsequently  went  to  a  farm  in 
Susquehanna  County,  Pennsylvania. 

Their  place,  “Woodburn,”  was  several  miles  from  Montrose, 
the  nearest  railroad  station,  and  was  reached  over  a  succession 
of  steep  hills.  Here  the  children  grew  up,  and,  no  school  being 
at  hand,  the  father  undertook  their  youthful  education,  insisting 
strictly  on  regular  hours  and  efficient  work  in  the  schoolroom. 
Distant  institutions  later  completed  his  task.  This  father  was  a 
somewhat  singular  character;  sedate  to  the  extreme,  and  averse 
to  mingling  with  friends  or  guests,  the  latter  characteristic  at¬ 
tributable  not  to  churlishness  but  merely  to  the  desire  to  be 
undisturbed.  As  a  young  man  he  had  a  decided  taste  for  music, 
playing  the  flute;  but  later  the  idea  obtained  that,  while  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  the  art  was  not  absolutely  wrong,  yet  it  interfered  with 
matters  so  much  more  important  that  it  was  strictly  tabooed  in 
his  family.  To  his  daughter,  Annette,  this  was  a  sore  trial,  she 
being  a  lover  of  melodious  sound,  vocal  or  instrumental.  This 
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led  to  her  disregard  of  the  ban  with  the  smuggling  of  a  guitar 
into  her  room,  but  never  venturing  its  use  within  paternal  ear¬ 
shot. 

About  1870  the  family  abandoned  the  lonely  home  in  the 
country  to  occupy  a  commodious  dwelling  a  short  distance  out 
of  West  Philadelphia,  near  Overbrook  station. 

It  was  probably  Aunt  Susan  who  suggested  to  Caroline  that 
they  take  Mary  Ann  to  visit  Elizabeth  in  far-off  Indiana,  then  a 
somewhat  arduous  trip.  This  was  about  1859.  One  or  possibly 
two  nights  en  route  would  have  to  be  endured  in  the  same  seats 
as  occupied  in  the  daytime,  for  this  was  some  years  prior  to  the 
introduction  of  sleeping-cars.  Provisions  for  the  entire  journey 
had  to  be  taken  along,  with  no  comforting  cup  of  tea  or  coffee  to 
wash  them  down;  but  they  were  not  to  be  deterred  by  trifles 
like  these,  and  a  happy  reunion  of  the  four  sisters  took  place. 

It  is  a  matter  of  regret  to  the  writer  that  reference  to  the  re¬ 
maining  son,  Charles  Newbold,  who  married  Margaret  Mitch¬ 
ell,  bringing  up  a  fine  family,  should  be  accompanied  by  only 
a  few  reminiscences  concerning  them.  Naturally  on  her  eastern 
trips  my  mother  spent  more  time  with  her  sisters  than  in  her 
brother’s  families,  but  I  do  recall  a  happy  visit  we  paid  them 
when  I  was  quite  a  child,  and  my  cousin  Rebecca  to  this  day 
remembers  some  of  the  incidents  of  that  time. 

There  were  five  boys  and  three  girls  in  this  family,  and  I 
deprecate  the  fact  that  in  my  earlier  years  I  knew  them  so 
slightly.  The  third  son,  Charles  Lawrie  Newbold,  served  for 
forty  years  as  rector  of  Christ  Church  at  Manhasset,  Long  Island, 
and  today  many  of  the  younger  generation  are  occupying  im¬ 
portant  positions  in  the  work  of  the  laity  in  various  places. 

The  later  years,  however,  have  brought  more  contacts  with 
some  of  these  cousins,  and  it  has  been  delightful  to  exchange 
family  gossip  among  those  of  my  own  generation.  Cousin  Re¬ 
becca  Wysong  and  her  daughter,  Margaret,  and  niece,  Margaret 
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Newbold  Castle,  have  visited  the  ancestral  home  of  the  New- 
bolds  in  England,  thereby  giving  a  personal  touch  to  many  of 
the  findings  of  Dr.  Newbold  before  referred  to,  and  Annie  and 
Rebecca  have  proved  a  mine  of  information  on  the  family  gene- 
alogy. 

The  youngest  daughter  of  John  Newbold,  Emily,  followed 
the  example  of  two  older  sisters  in  marrying  a  widower,  Wil¬ 
liam  Perkins,  an  Episcopal  clergyman,  not  unreasonably  older 
than  his  bride.  Her  vivacious  spirits  and  sunny  temperament 
attracted  the  sober  rector  of  the  Bristol  Church,  where  he  served 
for  many  years. 

Emily  had  a  pronounced  sentimental  vein,  was  fond  of 
poetry,  and  herself  essayed  verse.  Both  in  her  prose  and  poetry 
are  preserved  descriptions  of  Bloomsdale  and  its  inmates  that 
exhibit  her  delight  in  everything  connected  with  the  spot;  even 
a  humble  “Doorstep”  affording  a  theme  for  her  ready  verse. 

While  sedate,  as  became  a  minister,  William  made  himself 
agreeable  to  all.  He  was  another  of  the  few  relatives  who  ven¬ 
tured  to  the  West,  and  about  1850  made  a  visit  to  his  Dublin 
kinsfolk,  which  we  all  enjoyed. 

This  closes  the  roll  of  Grandfather  Newbold’s  children. 

Most  of  the  incidents  related  above  took  place  in  the  ’fifties 
and  ’sixties,  but  as  my  business  and  family  cares  increased,  I  saw 
less  of  my  eastern  relatives,  though  occasional  visits  were  still 
exchanged.  My  mother  lived  to  the  ripe  old  age  of  ninety-two, 
holding  for  some  years  the  proud  distinction  of  being  the  oldest 
member  of  the  Newbold  lineage,  and,  being  a  great  letter-writer, 
she  kept  in  close  touch  with  her  old  home.  We  of  the  succeed¬ 
ing  generations  still  cherish  fond  remembrances  of  the  New- 
bolds  of  Bloomsdale. 
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